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Role of G protein-coupled receptor kinase 3 in the proliferation, migration and
invasion of oral squamous carcinoma cells and its possible mechanism

ZHANG Han, LUO Qinggiong, ZHU Liping, CHEN Fuxiang (Department of Clinical Laboratory, Shanghai Ninth People ’s
Hospital, Shanghai Jiao Tong University School of Medicine, Shanghai 200011, China)

[Abstract] Objective: To investigate the effects of silencing G protein-coupled receptor kinase 3 (GRK3) on the proliferation,
migration and invasion of oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) cells and the possible underlying mechanisms. Methods: GRK3
expression levels in normal oral tissues and OSCC tissues were analyzed using Oncomine database. RNA interference technology was
used to down-regulate GRK3 expression in OSCC cell lines WSU-HN6 and CAL27. The interference efficiency was verified by qPCR.
The effects of knockdown of GRK3 on proliferation and apoptosis of OSCC cells were detected by CCK-8 assay and Flow cytometry,
respectively; the effects on migration and invasion abilities of OSCC cells were determined by Transwell assay; and the effects on
mRNA expression levels of molecules associated with cell cycle, epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT), and matrix metallopeptidase
(MMP) were determined by qPCR. The changes in protein levels of molecules associated with EMT and MMP were detected using WB
assay. Results: GRK3 expression level in OSCC tissues was significantly higher than that in normal oral tissues ( P<0.01). After being
transfected with si-GRK3, the mRNA expression of GRK3 in OSCC cells was down-regulated by more than 70%. Silencing GRK3
significantly inhibited the proliferation, migration and invasion of OSCC cells (all P<0.01) but had no significant effect on apoptosis
(P>0.05). After down-regulation of GRK3, the percentage of OSCC cells in G0/G1 phase was significantly increased (+=5.799, P<0.01);
the mRNA expression levels of Cyclin D1, Cyclin D3, CDK2 and CDK4 were decreased (all P<0.05); expression of EMT-related
proteins (Vimentin, Zebl and Slug) were decreased, while E-cadherin was increased (all £<0.05); MMP3 and MMP9 were decreased
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(all P<0.05), while MMP2 and MMP7 showed no significant changes (all P>0.05). Conclusion: GRK3 promotes the proliferation of
OSCC cells by regulating cell cycle related molecules and promotes the migration and invasion through regulating EMT and MMPs.

[Key words] oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC); G protein-coupled receptor kinase 3 (GRK3); proliferation; migration; invasion;
epithelial-mesenchymal transition (EMT); matrix metallopeptidase (MMP)
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ECL 52, H Image) AT 8 451 K BE 04T -
1.9 %itspam

1.4~1.8 LI ST H A 3 K. R SPSS 19.0
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x1 5|4F3
Tab.1 Primer sequences
Gene Forward primer (5°-3”) Reverse primer (5°-3°)

Cyclin D1 TCTACACCGACAACTCCATCCG TCTGGCATTTTGGAGAGGAAGTG
Cyclin D3 AGATCAAGCCGCACATGCGGAA ACGCAAGACAGGTAGCGATCCA
CDK2 ATGGATGCCTCTGCTCTCACTG CCCGATGAGAATGGCAGAAAGC
CDK4 CCATCAGCACAGTTCGTGAGGT TCAGTTCGGGATGTGGCACAGA
Vimentin AGGCAAAGCAGGAGTCCACTGA ATCTGGCGTTCCAGGGACTCAT
Zebl GGCATACACCTACTCAACTACGG TGGGCGGTGTAGAATCAGAGTC
E-Cadherin GCCTCCTGAAAAGAGAGTGGAAG TGGCAGTGTCTCTCCAAATCCG
Slug ATCTGCGGCAAGGCGTTTTCCA GAGCCCTCAGATTTGACCTGTC
MMP2 AGCGAGTGGATGCCGCCTTTAA CATTCCAGGCATCTGCGATGAG
MMP3 CACTCACAGACCTGACTCGGTT AAGCAGGATCACAGTTGGCTGG
MMP7 TCGGAGGAGATGCTCACTTCGA GGATCAGAGGAATGTCCCATACC
MMP9 GCCACTACTGTGCCTTTGAGTC GGATCAGAGGAATGTCCCATACC

GAPDH

GTCTCCTCTGACTTCAACAGCG

ACCACCCTGTTGCTGTAGCCAA
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A: The mRNA level of GRK3 in normal oral tissues and OSCC tissues; B: Interference efficiency of GRK3 mRNA expression in OSCC
cells was determined using qPCR; C and D: CCK-8 assay was performed to detect the proliferation of OSCC cells
1 GRK3 7£ OSCC AR HHFRIA R AP GRK3 X OSCC 4 HEETE IR0
Fig.1 The expression level of GRK3 in OSCC tissues and the effect of GRK3 silence on the proliferation of OSCC cells
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A: Migration ability of OSCC cells (x100); B: Invasion ability of OSCC cells (x100)
2 AP GRK3 3f OSCC AAIEHFEZEAE SN
Fig.2 The migration and invasion abilities of OSCC cells after knocking down GRK3
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109329 | 1.79% lOI'91|.7% 2.23%
1 2 3 4 S 1 2 3 4 S
10 102 10° 10° 10 10 10° 10° 10° 10 NG SLGRIG
Annexin V-APC
B si-NC si-GRK3 60 - . DGO/GI
2000} GO/G1: 38.52% 2000 | S =S
S:3466% [§U/0%: 92:54% =0 - GoM
51500 G2/M: 26.83% 5 1 500 S:28.00% 2
ié A’é G2/M:1938% &
510007 510007 &
500 500 | G
Q
0 e 0 - - -
0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 40 60 80 100 si-NC si-GRK3
PLI-A PI-A
C 12, 12 1.2 12
1 I - | T
ém <Zc1.0 <m <m
2 08} ~Zosft x 08} 0.8
£ £ % : Z x
= 06F R 061 §06- Eoset
(=] (=]
= 04t - =04} D04} 0 0.4
) 3 “
021 021 021} 02}
0 0

si-NC si-GRK3
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0
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"P<0.05, "P<0.01 vs si-NC group
A: The apoptosis rate of WSU-HNG6 cells; B: The percentage of WSU-HNG6 cells at different phases of the cell cycle;
C: The mRNA levels of molecules associated with cell cycle in WSU-HNG6 cells
B 3 Bk GRK3 Xf OSCC 48 A7 = Fn 48 A & HA B 2
Fig.3 The effects of silencing GRK3 on the apoptosis and cell cycle of OSCC cells
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Slug mRNA 3% ik 7K F i 2 FE K (=4.468. 6.092,
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P<0.05) , 1fii MMP2 F1 MMP7 mRNA 1335 7K T
B 754k (.= 0.1070 . 1.080, ¥J P>0.05) ,

WB Kz (6 4C) R, si-GRK3 41 WSU-HN6
40 Bl th Vimentin A9 22 35 7K 48 si-NC 41 18 2 [ AIG
(=3.721, P<0.05) , E-Cadherin ik 7K V- i 2 &5
(=7.687, P<0.01), MMP3 FIl MMP9 %k /K -1 i
FREAR (=4.965. 8.173, ¥ P<0.01) .
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A: The mRNA levels of EMT-associated molecules in WSU-HNG6 cells; B: The mRNA levels of MMPs in
WSU-HNG6 cells; C: The protein levels of molecules associated with EMT and MMPs in WSU-HNG6 cells
4 B GRK3 Xt OSCC 4l EMT 5 MMP #8343 FRiE R 2200
Fig.4 The effects of knocking down GRK3 on the expression levels of molecules associated with EMT and MMPs in OSCC cells
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T, HVEH T A0 E R GL/S 39, TR ik 40 i e
G1 Wi S WIEAR . G1 I S 5 75 2 4 it J 440
M CHERATT, UEA S WIS AiHE 4R & ) DNA, A
22y 2344 . Cyclin D1 5 CDK4 I E &Y, %
AT BER AL AR S Rb 3%, M fE ik
G1 1 S #4475 1 DNA 4 ", Cyclin D1-CDK4
A WA AT LUTE Cyclin E-CDK2 2 5%, 41 i
HEA S I Cyclin D3 H7] 5 CDK4 &5 &4,
PEHE G1 I S WG ART Rk, AHFSE 45 4R,
GRK3 #]3# 1 4% Cyclin D Al CDK 43 £ OSCC
NHE G1 I S WA, DT {2 ik 41 A S 5

GRK3 7 Hif 5] Ji 488 % 1 afb 8 v % 4% 7 B4
TRAN SIS W] GRK3 KA1 51 i fe 210 M 4 1T % e
FI T, AETE /I B R A AR v T S e i
AL RE F7, HMLH R GRK3 AT 3 1o 3100 ) i /N 52
J% 2 4 1 (thrombospondin-1,TSP1) fi& ¥ 1M 45 #r A=,
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SRR, AW EE R B, mi GRK3 Al i)
il OSCC 4Hi M i E 7S IR 2218 J1 . EMT 2 Mg 4
JLE B 1 OGS BR, ARIF SR R B, AFE GRK3 A 411
il OSCC 4 s EMT #H 3¢ /3 ¥ Vimentin, Zebl I
Slug A9 %1k, fi£ 7 E-Cadherin FY 33X, Vimentin J&
— 4 B R 4R K 4y, B AR IR AR 1) R 40 A
E-Cadherin 57 [ 2204, AN )4z, {6 L
MM K AR . IR AN &2 A EMT B, Vimentin
FiE Tt . E-Cadherin 2 3K F#MIK | 40 3T 5% fE 1 3
U, Zebl M Slug )8 T48E48 5 2855 5 K 7,
Wi 3 ) E-Cadherin %4 5% R H 5 KF, ¢
#E EMT g2 U5 DR pe 4, GRK3 w38 i i 4%
EMT &t 242 i OSCC 4 ik #% . i 248 i 1] 32 By
SERS I TR ZERE IR T B ) AR B AP T, MMIP 7R i
HORIE AR . MMP ] [ i L 2 1 R )2
R 3% B A 2 e 2R 1 S A AL TS R 4, A2
JifrJes 20 M A 28 Fn G B o AR R 45 R o, R
GRK3 A i 3 4 %] OSCC 4 it o MMP3 #1 MMP9
BRIk, 7~ GRK3 1] e 1 P53 MMP /) %512
HE OSCC iz ZE.

2% LRk, GRK3 7E OSCC ZH4U P S m 3Rk, 7]
PR G S W% AR {2 3 OSCC 4H 1 58 ,
I 0] 38 4 M 45 EMT F1 MMP {2 3 40 j 1 5% #i 2
7. AW BT GRK3 7E OSCC Wk h
AR B T REMLA, (EAFAE A L 2 Ak, 78 5 &2
R el — R R GRK3 A 1058 A 3% iy B A4k
S FHLEL, R S R A T B0 UE . A T DA
WoEL//R=pidSE Wy SW = R TR E WA ik 2 !k B i 4
T MR6I7 R ARHFSE i GRK3 nl gk
OSCC IRYT 25 Ve FHE S AR 1L T 52 B4R A
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