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Abstract: Objective To investigate the creation of smoke—free environments in public places in Hangzhou City, so as
to provide insights into effective implementation of the tobacco control policy. Methods The party and government ad-
ministrations at each level, medical institutions, educational places, restaurants and entertainment places, and open pub-
lic places were enrolled. The creation of smoke—free environments was investigated in these places through undercover
investigation with field observations and concealed photography by a third—party professional investigation company from
November to December, 2022. The building of smoke—free environments (totally 60 scores) and no smoking indoors (to-
tally 40 scores) were evaluated according to the Criteria for Scoring of Smoke—free Organizations in Hangzhou City. Re-
sults Totally 909 places were investigated, and the comprehensive score of smoke—free environment building was
(82.83+14.13) points. There were 285 party and government administrations with a comprehensive score of (84.19+12.85)
points, 65 medical institutions with a comprehensive score of (90.35+6.95) points, 65 educational places with a compre-
hensive score of (83.43+16.81) points, 403 dining and entertainment places with a comprehensive score of (80.68+14.75)
points, and 91 open public places, with a comprehensive score of (82.34+14.77) points. There were 397 places with

standardized tobacco control tips at entrances (43.67%), 308 places with tobacco control signs posted as required
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(33.88%), 707 places that set outdoor smoking areas correctly (77.78%), 68 places with smoking paraphernalia (7.48%),

28 places with tobacco sales (3.08%). There were 732 places without signs of indoor smoking (80.53%), 850 places

without indoor smoking (93.51%) and 24 places without dissuading from smoking (2.64%). Conclusion The indoor no—

smoking is overall satisfactory in public places in Hangzhou City; however, standardizing no—smoking tips at entrances,

standardizing the posting of no—smoking signs and assignment of tobacco control materials remain to be improved.

Keywords: tobacco control; public place; smoke—free environment; undercover investigation
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