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Dengue reports in Davao Region 2008‐2019

Cleo Fe S Tabada,1 Rodel C Roño,2 Clarence Xlasi D Ladrero2

The Regional Epidemiology Surveillance Unit of  Region XI (RESU XI) regularly gathers and 
summarizes all reports on diseases of  epidemic potential in Davao Region. The summary 
surveillance report, which is released on a weekly basis, reflects the number of  patients 
reported to have particular reportable conditions based on presenting signs and/or symptoms, 
clinical suspicion, clinical diagnoses, or laboratory-confirmed diagnoses.

This infographic shows the number of  patients suspected to have dengue who were 
reported to the RESU XI from January 2008 to October 2019. A patient suspected to have 
dengue is a previously well person who develops an acute febrile illness for 2-7 days duration, 
and has at least two of  the following signs and symptoms: headache, body malaise, myalgia, 
arthralgia, retro-orbital pain, anorexia, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, flushed skin, and/or rash 
(petechial, Herman’s sign).1 These dengue reports are prepared by the 10 identified sentinel 
hospitals throughout Davao Region (6 in Davao City; 1 each in Davao del Norte, Davao Del 
Sur, Davao Oriental, and Compostela Valley). The first six graphs show data from Davao City 
and the individual provinces in Davao Region. Reports were counted based on the city or 
province where the patients came from. The large graph at the bottom represents overall 
counts for the entire Davao Region. Each bar in a graph represents the monthly number of  
patients reported.

The highest annual total dengue report count for the entire region (12,460 reports) was 
recorded in 2016 and the lowest (937 reports), in 2008. It was also in 2016 that the highest 
monthly dengue report count (July 2016 - 2,294 cases) was recorded. In March 2008, when the 
lowest monthly dengue report count was recorded, only 6 dengue reports came in. In no 
month during the whole observation period from 2008 to 2019 was the report count zero. 
Annual total dengue report counts were also notably high in 2012 and 2013. Report counts 
usually peak during the months of  July and August. Throughout the observation period, Davao 
City had the highest dengue report counts in Davao Region, but this could be because Davao 
City also has the most number of  sentinel hospitals that generate reports.

Dengue surveillance reports are important, especially to the city and municipal health 
offices throughout the region. The reports aid health officers in planning for activities and 
programs to prevent dengue and to lessen the impact of  anticipated rises in dengue incidence 
in their respective cities or municipalities.
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