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Pachymic acid affects the malignant biological behaviors of colorectal cancer
HCT116 cells by modulating the AKT/MDM2/p53 pathway
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[Abstract] Objective: To investigate whether pachymic acid (PA) affects the malignant biological behaviors of colorectal cancer
(CRC) HCT116 cells through the AKT/MDM2/p53 pathway. Methods: HCT116 cells were routinely cultured and divided into control
group, MK-2206 (AKT inhibitor) group, low PA concentration (PA-L) group, high PA concentration (PA-H) group, and PA-H+SC79
(AKT activator) group. CCK-8, Cell clone formation assay, flow cytometry and Transwell assay were used to detect the proliferation
viability, clone formation ability, apoptosis, migration and invasion of HCT116 cells in each group. qPCR was used to determine the
mRNA expression of E-cadherin, N-cadherin and vimentin, and WB assay was applied to detect the expression of AKT/MDM2/p53
pathway related proteins. Results: PA significantly suppressed the proliferation (P<0.05), clone formation ability, migration and
invasion and induced apoptosis (all P<0.05) of HCT116 cells, inhibited the mRNA expression of N-cadherin and vimentin while
promoted the mRNA expression of E-cadherin (all P<0.05), decreased the phosphorylation levels of AKT and MDM2 (both P<0.05),
and elevated the protein expression of p53 (P<0.05) in HCT116 cells. The AKT inhibitor MK-2206 could mimic the effects of PA (all
P<0.05), while its activator SC79 could reverse the effects of PA (all P<0.05). Conclusion: PA inhibits proliferation, migration and
invasion and induces apoptosis of HCT116 cells by regulating the AKT/MDM2/p53 signaling pathway.
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1.1 fmfgdfe = 21X 5

A CRC HCT116 41 g % H £ [l ATCC 7], PA
(4 fF . HPLC>98% , Hl — i 3£ WV H1 ( DMSO) it ik
1 mmol/L (1) BEO W B 4 v dr AR A BR A 7],
AKT #1157 (MK-2206, 575 : HY-108232)  AKT 3%
#F(SC79, 1% 5 : HY-18749) ¥ H 2 [H Med Chem
Express A 7] , CCK-8 2 il 14 5 5 25 A A7) & (1%
S ACHILOS) W H Eilg A e il AV HEAF R A
Al 0.1% 45 dn 5 et (B8 5 - YT8810) W [ Ak 5
AR A PR A 5], Annexin V -FITC/PI %< Y6 XU %
241 He 9 T A R B (B 5 P-CA-20 D I H s
AR A IR A F), Transwell 24 FLAR (58 5 -
3470004 Lifg e i MR AR A IR A F], — ik
e 5w B (TR 5 : Q221-01) I [ 7 5T 75 ME A% A=
AR A R A F L, R PT AKT. p-AKT. MDM2. p-
MDM2.GAPDH % i & p53 4t #3117 5 : ab8805.
ab38449.ab226939.ab131355.ab9485.ab32389) 13 i)
H ¢ [ abcam A ] , HOR i S ALY B A5 I L2 PR
IgG (55 :33101ES60) 114 H Fifg 35 5 AW RHB I A
BIRAH .
12 ek A2 E55m

¥ HCT116 48 Mg 322 M T 5 10% s 4= L35 A1 1%

-5 % 2 ) DEME #5723, B T 37 °C.5% CO, %
FFAHP IR, AL Bk 80%~90% i HEAT 4K,
Pt 22 28 3 R EDIRES T 2 B T J5 225858

¥ HCT116 40 f 4> A xF 18 41 . AKT 41 1 51
(MK-2206) #1 . PA ik # F¥ (PA-L) 41 . PA = iK%
(PA-H) 2H \PA-H+AKT 3% 751 (SC79) 4., Xt HE 20 41 g
F DEME 5 77 35 9% (45 0.1% DMSO) , AKT 01| 7
Y40 B 1% 52 WP & 10 pmol/L 1) MK-2206"", PA 1% «
e VA P 2H 40 8% 5% W 43 ) & 1020 pmol/L
PA, PA-H+AKT ¥ 175 771 2H 41 ffg % 7% 7 & 20 pmol/L
fJ PA F1110 pmol/L £ SC79",
1.3 CCK-8 k4l 420 HCT116 @ 0 6% 38 74 At

# HCT116 41 g (2x10° A~ 41 id/FL) B F T 96 5L
R AT R IR, 24 h G 20 MK BE 9 0.2.5.5.10,
20.40.60 pumol/L ] PA Kb P £ ity sl 42 [ 7792 1.2 4041
Ab PR, 55 5% 48 h JE fEREFLH NN 10 uL () CCK-8 ¥
WA TR TR 2 h, BNIRER 6 MR L. e 1 FH
FRAXLE 460 nm AL A M &5 FL 1 6 % B (DA, H1H 5
Y AT 15 26 S P EAM )R BE (IC,,) » A M A7 36 38 = (8K
WHADMH-=HADE/HBADHE-=HAHD
fH)x100%.
1.4 @ e F T8 52 B 46 ) HCT116 20 B 52 1% 5 %,
L

# HCT116 411 (500 N/FL) 80 & 6 FLEH , 4%
PR3 1.2 0 AH AL BRBS 9% 14 d, 2~3 d 38 4 i 1% 5%
Mo 14 dJEFrREFRat, KAl B4 TEH 4% 2 B H
i [ 58, T I0ON 0.1% 1 25 i 45 ¥ W 4% €4 30 min.
PBS Pk Ja » i3 e W 5% 41 M S v 1 i1 o 3
IRl
1.5 AKX R4 &8 HCT116 a2 69 A

B HCT116 41 e e fh 2 6 FLAR P #1879 1.2 4%
AR RE TR, A0 MIC A IR 80%~90% I, USL AR 4
i, FH¥% PBS BE%% 2 Ik, 3 B 2T 400 uL 456 22 il
HL, M5 uL Annexin V #15 pL PI, V2] J5 7E 37 °C
AL 3 30 min, 57 I A0 AR ASCRS WU 240 R O T 1
DU AR T
1.6 Transwell ‘> E 5 3545 &40 HCT116 %8 it 049 it
Az 0

TR IR IE 12 AR, K5 9% 48 h
J&i K HCT116 41 ffd 42 Bl 25 Transwell /) = 1) [ =
(2x10*4N/FL) » NN 200 pL TG Iy B 97 3, R = A
750 uL F A 10% fa 2 MG R 7Rt . 228 L=
S IR, HARPIRIFIE B S0 . 7537 °C M iE
IR 24 h 5 BB B FIR 22 2 AN AL ) 4% 2 K H
s [ 5 FE 1% &5 d R et 4 B AR BR e 78 AR
224 HR AT I R TR
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1.7 qPCR k&4 M) & 48 HCT116 %@ 2 F E-cadherin.
N-cadherin #= vimentin mRNA #9 % i&

AR B 715 1.2 43 dH AL FR ) HCT 116 41 ,
FH TRIzol V£ 42 B H: 5 RNA, i — #5158 )t & B R
Gt AT qPCR X B, Jx B A& % : 2xSYBR Green Mix
10 pL,Enzyme 1 pL, B RIES14)% 0.5 pL, RNA 1 uL,

T 7% 7K 2 B AR R 20 pL. PCR J v 2 %: 95 °C
30 5595 °C 10 5.60°C 30 s, 3£ 40 ME# . L GAPDH
NS, 2 B AT oF 540 Bl P E-cadherin.
N-cadherin fll vimentin mRNA AN K iA&. 514
FFAI WA 1.

#=1 PCR3|HIF7

BRI AR EF 514 (5°~3" KI5 (5'~3)

E-cadherin GGCGCCACCTGGAGAGA TGTCGACCGGTGCAATCTT

N-cadherin TCAGGCGTCTGTAGAGGCTT ATGCACATCCTTCGATAAGACTG
vimentin AGTCCACTGAGTACCGGAGAC CATTTCACGCATCTGGCGTTC
GAPDH AAGGTCATCCCAGAGCTGAA CTGCTTCACCACCTTCTTGA

1.8 WB ik M) & 40 HCT116 %9 it AKT/MDM2/
P53 B AR K & G 89 KK

W% 77 1.2 A0 FE ) HCT116 40 A , $2 B 3
SVEE R E R AR P S 0 B RE AT SDS-
PAGE 7y B , 77 % # 3| PVDF ¥ % i rh . £ =i
T~ H 5% MR W oky B BE 1 h, — B0 R R
(AKT. p-AKT .MDM2 . p-MDM2 #ii %% 5 %t % A4
1:500, p53 H B £ % 1: 1 000, GAPDH H ¢ i %
1:250004°CAb 3 I, SR 5 5 BR i 4640 4 8 A
10t 2E %R 1gG T (1:500) IR R ALFE 1 h, i
J5 FHECL A & 7x HA5 %% . UL GAPDH AN Z &
1, 8 3 B R A% AT Tmage T 34443 B B 1 2R AR
XfRILE
1.9 %itFa

FT A S5 4 ST B 3 IR . S K4 45 R H
Graphpad prism8.0 B AF G it 4341 76 IR 70 A
THE VR Pl ats £on , L UL LLBCR F SRR R 7 245
1, P 2 EL LR ] Tukey's 36 . LA P<0.05 %R
Z S BRI EE L.

2 % R

2.1 PA.MK-2206 " £ #p4] HCT116 %0 i 64 5 & - Fe
m e, 52 1% T4 Ak EL 7T A% SC79 14 4%

CCK-8 LA 4t (B 1A B, 53t IR bh g,
2.5.5.10.20.40.60 umol/L PA 4t 4 HCT116 41
J 34 5 3 77 3 B R B AR (35 P<0.05) . PA Ab #
HCT116 418 48 h J5 i1 1C,, >4 22.96 umol/L. K, A
SEBG IR PRI FE N 10,20 pmol/L 43 AE A J 2 S 56 vh
PAMK . =k L4 . 5 %0 BB 41 LU 3, MK-2206 4H Al
PA-L.PA-H 41 HCT116 41 i (1) 38 58 75 71 (I 1B, 3
P<0.05) A1 244 fu oe % J% J B3 B B P R [(86.32+
471) . (14527+7.52) . (88.65+4.83) vs (213.56+
8.34),%) P<0.05], H PA-H 415 MK-2206 2 T; &i. % %

5 [(86.3244.71) vs (88.65+4.83) , P>0.05]; 5 PA-H
HAH Lb , PA-H+SC79 ZH 40 B A7 1% 2R A1 41 i v 1% 2
RCE Y B Th i [ (187.48+7.96 ) vs (88.65+4.83),
P<0.05].

2.2 PA.MK-2206 7T #] 2 %% 5 HCT116 %9 fic. 78 — H
T 4%k SC79 1% 4%

i 2 ARG W 25 R (R 2) B, 5 R IR A
kL , MK-2206 £H #11 PA-L PA-H 0 HCT116 2 0 594 1
)R T & [(53.7442.53)% « (24.83+1.46)%
(51.9742.61)% vs (3.56+0.42)%,J P<0.05], H. PA-H
4 5 MK-2206 4 & & % % 5F [(53.74+2.53)% vs
(51.97+2.61)% , P>0.05]; 55 PA-H 4 #H Lt , PA-H+
SC79 41 HCT116 40 i (1) 12 2% B & PR [(11.69+
1.200% vs (51.97+2.61)%, P<0.05].

2.3 PA.MK-2206 B 2 49 %] HCT116 %@ JtL 64 i£ 4% Fe
13 % A8 /) BL¥T 4% SC79 3% 4%

Transwell /> 55 SZIGAG I 25 5 (] 3) B, 5 X
ZHAA B, MK-2206 20 A1 PA-L \PA-H 241 HCT116 4H i )
R 28 5035 B 3% /b (P<0.05) , H PA-H A 5
MK-2206 417 & 2 # 53 (P>0.05) ; 5 PA-H 4L tb,
PA-H+SC79 41 HCT116 4 ff 111 #% A2 22 4035 8. 3%
B (P<0.05).

2.4 PA.MK-2206 T B £ 49 %] HCT116 % & +
N-cadherin #= vimentin . % 7 E-cadherin 49 & i& H 7] #%
SC79 i# %%

qPCR 5 I £5 5 (B 4) BoR , SR IRZLAH EL , MK -
2206 #1 1 PA-L. PA-H #1 HCT116 4 Jif /1 E-cadherin
mRNA 7K F ¥ & 2 T+ i (3 P<0.05) , N-cadherin A1
vimentin mRNA 7K *F- 33 {2 25 B#AK (#) P<0.05) , H.PA-H
45 MK-2206 4176 . % 2 7 (P>0.05) ; 5 PA-H ZHAHLEL,
PA-H+SC79 2 4 i # E-cadherin mRNA 7K P £/
(P<0.05) ; N-cadherin 1 vimentin mRNA 7K~F-3 & & T
i (1 P<0.05) .

are
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2.5 PA TR 474 AKT .MDM2 89 BB AL #2 1 p53 p53 &R R IA &3 T (P<0.05) , H PA-H 41 5 MK-

RO ERAKF 2206 2170 2 % % 5 (P>0.05) ; 15 PA-H 404 Lt , PA-H+
WB A G 45 B (B 5O B, 50 R, MK- SC79 2041 i p-AKT/AKT . p-MDM2/MDM2 ) i 2 T+

2206 41 Al PA-L. PA-H #41 HCT116 40 g h p-AKT/ 7 (3 P<0.05),p53 5 A FIE LML (P<0.05) .

AKT. p-MDM2/MDM2 Lt {f & % B fik (3% P<0.05) ,

A B
o SR "PA-L  ——PA-H+SC79
* o MK-2206 s PA-H
o 5 100
i : 5
& * i 50
g * &
H 2
e g L.
25 5 10 20 40 60 24 48 72
PA/(umol-L' ) i 1E)/ h
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Az AFIFRFE PA X HCT 116 4 AAT3E R 1520 s B : CCK-8 VA I %41 HCT116 41 B IAT3E 2 5 C - 41 A e A T2 il S B A 45 4
HCT116 4 i ve BETE AL . 55 R4 AR L, "P<0.05 .
1 PA LK AKT HMHIFFGEGEFIXT HCT116 4R AR5E S50 52 FE 2 A RO S2 00

pog] MK-2206 PA-L PA-H PA-H+SC79
0.34% 2.89%

1074 0.36% 21.15% 1074 0.45% 46.01%| w'11.23% 10.96%

Annexin V-FITC
E2 SRNMAEARENEEHCTI6 MR ATIBER
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<
& 100}
=2
g s
he=]
0
B
150
MK-2206 PA-L PA-H PA-H+SC79 <
§ 1001
=2
§ s0t
uid
0

> P Y D
EIP R S Y)
& OF
XML, P<0.05; 5 MK-2206 20 L, “P<0.05; 5 PA-H 40 A EL , 2 P<0.05.
3 Transwell /N ESLIGHEM & LA HCT116 ZARIT R (A) FIRZE(B) (LR E , x200)
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Lo fo% R, PR, 38 ) 7 R R KR T SRS .

§ sb Bl e AE Sk, TARZ M DRI 83 (9 SO 7 22 A ek T A

= ol AT IR AR T S A" AR IR, PA AT LA

2 osl w1l AT i 0 B 2 K SR T {HE CRC e

. ) il 1P AR I . DRt , AR 5 2 BEERS PA X CRC 41

E-cadherin N-cadherin vimentin

SxtEHMEL " P<0.05; 5 MK-2206 2L HE , 2 P<0.05 ; 5 PA-H
ZHAH L, *P<0.05,
4 KLAHCT1164AAE S E-cadherin,N-cadherin 0
vimentin mRNA 7k S

3 % i

CRC 1E N A BRECH WM 2 — , R R A
WEFE—HEEA T HalFAR BT A7 &
A& GL 6T 77 1% 0] DAIE B 203 CRC B & 1 Tl 5 , 15

p-AKT D = - e
AKT D 5D Gn S0 e
P-MDM2 S s s s S
MDM? b aun aun tub =
) -
GAPDH s e e s e
& :99‘0 QY:\) QV?X%G\O)
«zv’g»

RAREKTF

_— s PA-L
s MK-2206 PA-H

p-AKT/AKT

i AR P A R ) B R, &5 R O, PATT B A A
HCT116 40 fg (39 58 L iL A% AR 28 6E 7, IR 5 5 HL
oo WFFER M, CRC By iR &kl ie 5 R
[] 78 5t % Ak (CEMT) B 30RE A 9%, 31X — 1 R AE DK Bl g
MR 2B R R il s B OCE EAEH . RN R 1%
TR S AE A R b R 4 B bR ) E-cadherin (1) D g
W, 18] 78 i b & 85 A N-cadherin F1 vimentin 1A
K B AR R I, PA {2 HCT116 40
Jf #' E-cadherin mRNA [ £ 1A , #l #l] N-cadherin F/I
vimentin mRNA [ %1k , SE56 45 R Ui, PA 7] fH 1k
HCT116 (1) EMT #E#% , 3£ i BH 1E LA F8 FR 22

s PA-H+SC79

p-MDM2/MDM2 p53

xR AL b ,"P<0.05 ; 5 MK-2206 40 EE , “P<0.05; 5 PA-H 4LAH L , 2 P<0.05.
El5 &ZEHCT116 4P AKT/MDM2/p53 BRI X EANRIL

H A5 & A B A"k B, B e I VLR 3-
(phosphoinositide 3-kinase, PI3K)/AKT & #% +& F. iz
Jaes i G S0 A 4 e 55 22 Flom ok o S S
% . MDM2{EN AKT I T U A, A& p53 1) £ 22
WA DA, O B AR IR W B 2l o O G Ath s A
T KR & A . 9 in MDM2 § i {¢ #3F E-cadherin
Iz F A/ AR, S B0 20 BRI 1R 22 58 Ju 3G >
R AL K AKT REG% I 715 p53, 7R 1% #2 Hf AKT
B W R AL )5 15 5 MDM2 i 8 4L, , - fish % MDM2 M 4]
5 A% 22 4 M A, 18T B A pS 3 B 1 R pS3 1
RECY. LA BFFIIE B, $0i] AKT/MDM2/p53 15 %
I % REAS I CRC A (3558 T R 28 . (R,
AHIF AR IT 1208 B% 75 PA #1) CRC & & i 72 Hh (1 1E
8 87 , AKT #1771 MK-2206 % PA Ak 2 241 1)

41 il 7 p-AKT/AKT F1 p-MDM2/MDM2 L A8 21K T
XTREZH, p53 R AR I T X EAZH, UL PA et 4
il AKT F1 MDM2 [ BR A0 75 14 , (233 pS3 3Rk ,
YEF 5 AKT 01 7] — 8. A 73— 5 3L ] AKT/
MDM2/p53 15 5 18 i i R 4 F FH , AHF 5 7E PA Ab 2R
A E N AKT 305 71 SC79, 45 3 2.7, SC79 1]
5 PA KT CRC 40 A8 R T B A AR 2B 1 1E T
I 305 5 PA X AKT/MDM2 38 #% i 30 78 F . Rt
I PA $1H] CRC 40 i 386 51 327 A= 2% , 12 i3t 41 i
P AE FAL AT A 2 8 i) AKT/MDM2/p53 15
5 PR R

zi L AT , PA S 1] AKT/MDM2/p53 15 5 il
6, 35T HD ] CRC 4 B3 58 3L F8 A= 28 , (2 2k 41 i
AT, AT B 1E CRC G 3 g . A8 5T 5 CRC [
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