At the Annual General Meeting of the Fiji Medical
Association held in Suva on the 5th September, 1981
the following members were elected as office bearers
of the Association.

President: Dr. K. Singh
Vice Presidents: Dr. A, Kurusagila, Dr B. Pathik

Secretary: Dr. S. Tuqa
Assist Secretary: Dr. S. Singh
Treasurer: Dr. R. Mitchell

Council Members
Dr. Taka
Dr. D.D. Sharma
Dr. V. Singh
Dr. S.R. Govind

The following Doctors were elected to the Fiji

Medical Council at the A.G.M.

tya Nandam
Dr. D.D. Sharma
Dr. Karam Singh

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
1980 - 1981

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: Undoubtedly 1981 has
been the most successful year for the Fiji Medical
Association. Many pending issues were cleared; new
posts were created and several senior colleagues were
promoted to chief medical officer grade. A major
project was successfully completed. These were
achieved through the untiring efforts of your Executive
Council and through your support.

Ultrasound Machine

Atthe Annual General Meeting last year a petiti
was s_lgned by members presentgthat gn U|tr28 thg
machine be bought for Fiji [ tion fe

ght for Fiji. However, this petition fell

on deaf ears of the Ministry. Consequently, the

Eﬁu;\ég Council decided that it should become a
Ject. An Ultrasound Committ

!vavhose membership included some bues?nvggss f%romled

' y:arly March 1981 the Committee had only §24 Soe'

e B nene s $1600) Tounrc

.D. Sharma an

ggﬁrrn:o goor appeal.. This took us megSS'rfufs?r:ﬁd

csr wgér rotln this drive we collected over $160 00e

T suff? pleased to report that we have $120 0o e

sufficient to buy the machines w n

negotiations for the purchase have a| el

already taken place

172 Fiji Medical Journal October/November 19g1

achines here shortly. To

and we sh project we are deeply

those who
indebted.

me a major issue

; i member peca '

This you wll:\f:(zr reaching @ dead4logk our case

during the dl té the Consultative Ccommitee of the
was referre

Tripartité Forum.

Ccommitee of the Tripartite

n22nd September 1980 and on

er the chairmanship of the
11mS‘T/i‘ra}xéz:misc'aseMara.K.B‘E..Prirner/ ter
Sest of the Minister for Labour, Industrial
ol reqand |mmigration, to 'd_lSCUSS tlhe ms
g?s',atftnes petween the Fijl PF:;bt:;:;
A'ssF:)cia'(ion(FPSA) and theentuof ar(i a(,
Commission (PSC) over the payrtnh Govemm'[,,
to medical officers employed by the

“long duty hours.

T ® @3

representations from the

psC) and having considered the Re 5
gliepsgjt?-%omrrzittee comprising qf Cyril |
Aidney, (Chairman) Dr Ahmgd Ali, Dinesh Lal
Laisenia Qarase and Winston Thompscs 5
Consultative Committee had decided that:

After receiving

(i) The Independent Review Committee or
classification and grading of posts in the Civil Ser

~

classification and grading of posts in the Civ
Service be asked to review the salary scales for
medical officers with the view of making a report
on suitable compensation for “long hours of
work”. The Consultative Committee shall ma'e an
appropriate award based on this Report which
shall be made effective from the date of the
Independent Review Committee's Report.

(i) Until such time when the award (if any) becomes
available, medical officers shall be paid aninterim
consolidated allowance of 9% of their salary.
Such allowances shall be only payable to medical
officers that are placed on the “on call duties” ona
regular basis, and who are required to work
bey_ond their normal rostered hours on a regular
basis. Such interim allowance shall be back-
dated to 22nd September 1980 and shall remainin
force until (i) above is implemented.

Marai Repon

tis PTShS t"(\)Sii?cllatnon kept hammering the Ministry and
in the Maraj R;:eement the recommendations contained
on 24.4.81 trFZO"t-AtjclmeetingheldwiththeMinister
recommendati € Minister told us that some 90

'0ns have already ben implemented.



opy Of the recommendationg
yest 2 been made available to fhe

glati® s of the Executive Council met
pegreee ,ep'ese";a;;f: on 24481 and the PSC on

ister r where was the delay. We did not get
o MNP 4 out ry answer. Therefore, two
atisf81%Y e “Council saw the  Vice.

Sentatives1 P 9/,51, The Vice-Chancellor, Dr James

inister of Health sought associate
,n1978 thth hg'f FSM with USP with award of
e nrseeF;o FSM graduates.

id not have the expertise and it was decided

9 U stablish a team of Consultants to advise the
to €
USP.

h Consultants assessed the FSM in 1978. One
The

heir recommendations was formation of a
of '.Oim Committee. The Consultants had
i%gjmmended that USP could award degree in
r

Medicine provided certain conditions were ful-

filled.

In December 1980, the USP Council decided on
the basis of the Consult‘ants report and }he basis
of what Conjoint Committee said was being done,
agreed in principle to award degree in medicine.
Announcement was made and the Ministry was
informed of the USP Council decision.

5. USP went further to include in 1981. Calendar the
conditions for entry to MBBS course. The
minimum entry requirements for MBBS is to be
the same as for BSc course.

6. USP decided that before the Senate met again
Professor Cole should be invited to help out in
finalisation of the Conjoint Committee report.
This has already been done.

7. The Vice-Chancellor had indicated to Professor
Cole, Principal FSM and Professor Hopkins that
about 10-12 FSM graduates could do a two year
conversion course in that one year could be done
atN.Z. Universities and the second yearin Fiji.On
Sucessful completion, the graduates could be
Warded a USP medical degree. The idea was to
nave USP MBBS graduates in practice before the

st of the new degree course students could
Qraduate,
R_%arding the |
Vice-Chance||or
Members of ygp

ntake of regional students, the

indicated that the regional

nistry's > Council had requested that the
itake attention shoulq be drawn to regional
NUmbere t‘gas upon the Ministry to decide what
facifitz. ... Should take. USP merely wants to

L e ' he education development ot FSM,

' i

“nment, could not stand directly the

10. USP ig 4,

Following this we saw the Minj

On 16.7.81 and the f ster for Health agajn

ollowing was discussed
On being asked the reason f

replied that before he went on leave he Jef certain

instructions and so far he has not been briefed by K
advisors. This has left him in a dilemma. e

or delay, the Minister

Further he said, that according to his advisors

i) USP would not award degree in Medicine unless
the conditions were satisfied.

i) USP has not accepted the curriculum.

However, the Minister said that he would be the
happiest personto see award of degree in Medicine. He

went on to say that there were three or four ways of
going about:

i) Through USP after satisfying the required
conditons.

ii)  Still going through USP but having students in
overseas for a part of the time. This could be done at
the beginning, middle or towards the end of the
course. At the end of the course students to graduate
with MBBS (USP).

iii) - The Director of Medical Services of Australia had
recently met him. The possibility of New Castle
type of curriculum was discussed. This could be
tried here.

iv) Award of MBBS by the Fiji School of Medicine
should USP put too many conditions
Alternatively, approach could be made to USP to
award the degree with present set up

The Minister then presented his line of action

1. Have a meeting with USP as soon as possible
' where he would be present so that he would know
what exactly would be involved in terms of costs to

Fiji Government.
2. A paper will be presented to Cabinet
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Post Graduate Education

the ;s:é’ ;“ne;!_'lng Tﬁ:}dcv:)llt‘:éhle Minister on 24 4 81 and
on the lack of post—graduate'egmpresseddeepmnmrn
it 18 vé ucation in this country

Ny encouraging that both the Ministry and the
PSC are willing to send doctors on refresher courses
WAe have been assured that an exchange programme
will be initiated shortly whereby Registrars/Consult-
anls can be sent for 3-6 months attachment to overseas
institutions

FMA Centre

At a meeting held on 24 481, we souaht the
Minister's help for a piece of land for a proposed FMA
Centre. The Ministry us unable to give land, but
supports the idea and has recommended to the Land
Dept to make Crown land available to FMA. | hope this
would be the next year's project for the new Council.

Fiji Medical Journal Association

Apart from the chronic problem of lack of article_s
we began having difficulty with the new publisers. Itis
hoped that the new Council will give priority to set the
journal right.

FMA Conference 1980

This beyond doubt was the best medical
conference in this country. We hope this year's
conference will meet the expectations of the members
and at least comparable to the last year's.

Ministry of Health

We are please
the Ministry has

d to report that our relationship wiih
taken @ new turn We are able 1
s in @ much more cordial man
d,sa,;z’gt';; p;g:'&':‘mste, for Health, Hon Mr Ram::.:
than the new management is very CONSCious of oy,
with ;;nd s doing his utmost to assist ys deliver
iprsstt))‘:s(?:ossible health care under the Circumstanceg

(Or Karam singh)

PRESIDENT o
Fiji Medical Association

Auditor’'s Report to the Members of Fjj;

Medical Association

As an audit procedure it was not practicable 1o extond
examination of subscriptions and donations beyondg i,
accounting for amounts received as shown by e o0,

and records of the Association.

Subject to the above reservation, in our opinior 3bove
balance sheet and the attached statement of r e and
expenditure give a true and fair view of the state a5 of
the Association at 30 June 1981 and of the res ‘ the
year ended on that date a.ccordling to the | i
information and the explanations given to us ar hown
by the books and records of the Associatior have
obtained all the information and explanation have
required.

Price Waterhouse
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
SUVA, FIJI

3 September 1981

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 1981

1980

MEMBERS' FUNDS
5,081 Balance at 30 June 1980

1,849  Add Surplus/(deficiency) for the year
TOTAL ACCUMULATED FUNDS AT 30 JUNE 1981

$7,030

Represented by:

CURRENT ASSET
4,646 Cash at banks and on hand

LESS CURRENT LIABILITY
150  Accrued expenses
4,496

2,534
$7,030

TERM DEPOSIT
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7,030
(385)
$6.645

4278

200
4,078

2,567
$6,645



STATEMENT OF INC
OME
FOR THE YEAR ENDES%DO EXPENDITURE

1980 JUNE 1981
|ncome
3730 Members’ subscriptions
'325 geminar registration
100 Donations . é:’;
40  Journal subscription 4608
96  Interest received .
88 Sundry ;gi
4479 wo
11613
Less Expenses
142  Printing and stationery 718
580 Honqranum 800
730 Seminar expenses 4 506
47 FMA Journal Publication 1873
o2 Advertising 011
146  Gifts and prizes 100
13 Postage and telegrams 158
100  Audit fee o7
322 Travelling expenses 1,935
58 General expenses 881
370  Council meeting expenses 599
2,530 11,998
$1,949 SURPLUS/(DEFICIENCY) FOR (5385)
THE YEAR
Note
f income and expenditure has been

The above statement O
prepared on an accrua
from members which have been

| basis except for subscriptions
accounted for on a cash basis.

Northern Branch News
At its October meeting, the Executive of the FMA The annual General Meeting of the Northern
iset “p, four subcommittees to 100k into the following granch of the FMA was held at the Labasa Hospital
ues Library on ogth September and the following office
bearer weré elected:

a

| ZnMA centre Committee. This committee was to be |

aired by Dr. Karam Singh, other members areé President Dr. Vinod Singh
Dr. Naseem S. Ali

D ; .
pésl.‘:ﬁ? and Pathik, who were to look into the Secretary
ibility of building a FMA centre. : 4
©) G.P.'s Gri Treasurer Dr. Rajesh Chandra
Dr. Ku fievances Commmee:Thiscommitteehad , Or AD. Ram
= Vir"Uﬁd{qHa as chairman and with Drs Mitchell Committee '
0d Singh were to look into GP's grievances: pr. 1.C. Patel
C) Submissicn t Revi ) Dr. R. Ra
man) toc e /0 ‘?‘“ew Committee: Dr Taka (Chair- Dr. P.C gharma
- er with Dr. S. Govind and Dr. S. Singh
Bovern,  prepare the FMA's proposal to the ch plans tO hold its first Min' Seminar on
d) 1982 Sr i the T1r1‘?h8raannd 1p2 of December the theme being
e &\ ‘ommittee: Members of this com” ~Emergencies N Hospital practice. —
the the, - formed at a later meeting, ONCe ; oject isto setupaCorona’y are Unit
E  seminer had DEST decided. TheLlrgg:;DT JSpl‘tal and hopeé to raise funds to
aLrtprfaseaa Defibrillator and a Cardiac monitor costing
about $6000.
November 1981 5
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The Fiji Medical Association wquld like to
congratulate Dr. Balram lyer (photo), the first graduate
of the Fiji School of Medicine to become a member of
the Royal Australian and New Zealand College of

Psychiatrists.
Dr. lyer was born in Ba and attended primary
school in Ba and Tavua. He then went on to Shri
| in Nadi, Natabua High

Vivekananda High Schoo
ated at the Suva Grammar

School and finally matricul
School in Suva. In 1965 he entered Medical school and

graduated in 1969. He spent his internship at C.W.M.
Hospital in 1970 and worked at the Vatukoula Health
Centre before being posted to St. Giles Hospital in

1971 as a Medical Officer.

In 1973, under the Roche Reaistrar exchanae
programme he worked as a Psychiatric Registrar for
six months at the Auckland Public Hospital.

In 1976 he was awarded a New Zealand
Government Scholarship to undertake a postgraduate
course in Psychological Medicine at the University of
Otago, and completed the Diploma in Psychological
Medicine in 1979. He returned to Fiji in 1980 and was
posted as the Consultant Psychiatrist and Medical
Superintendent of St. Giles Hospital.

Paediatrics Prize

The management of the Rewa Co-o i i
Company’have kindly presented a tropr?:rta(‘)“tvr?eofalr%
year Medical student who tops the examinati T
Paediatrics. The Rewa Dairy prize is to be an i
award to the top student and includes a Troph et
voucher for Medical books worth $100.00 Py and

Savlon Antiseptic contains two germicides.
not one, so it kills more germs and kills them
faster And it works without stinging

When the wound is clean, apply soothing
Savlon Cream. It prevents infection and ‘

speeds healing

Keep Savlon Liquid and Savion Cream in
your medicine cabinet They're sure
protection against infection
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