276 TP EEE 2025453 45 37 #5538 China Prev Med J, Mar. 2025, Vol. 37, No.3

Epidemiological characteristics of pulmonary tuberculosis among the elderly
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Abstract: Objective To investigate the epidemiological characteristics of pulmonary tuberculosis (PTB) among residents
aged 60 years and older in Yangzhou City, Jiangsu Province from 2013 to 2022, so as to provide the evidence for the
improvement of PTB prevention and control measures in this population. Methods Data of PTB cases aged 60 years
and older in Yangzhou City from 2013 to 2022 were collected from the Chinese Disease Prevention and Control Informa-
tion System. The temporal, population, and regional distribution characteristics of PTB cases were analyzed using the de-
scriptive epidemiological method. Results A total of 8 726 PTB cases aged 60 years and older were registered in
Yangzhou City from 2013 to 2022, including 4 167 cases positive for pathogenic tests, with a positive rate of 47.75%.
The registered incidence rates and the positive rates of pathogenic tests of PTB among residents aged 60 years and old-
er in Yangzhou City showed downward trends from 2013 to 2022 (both P<0.05). The average annual registered inci-
dence rate of PTB was 83.95/10°, and the average annual registered incidence rate of PTB positive for pathogenic tests
was 40.09/10°. The average annual registered incidence rate of PTB in males was higher than that in females (138.57/10°
vs. 31.76/10°, P<0.05). The registered incidence rate of PTB showed an increasing trend with age (P<0.05), with the
highest rate observed in the age group of 75-<80 years (110.37/10°). The top three regions with the highest average an-
nual registered incidence rates of PTB were Jiangdu District (94.34/10°), Baoying County (91.61/10°) and Hanjiang Dis-
trict (84.93/10°). Conclusions The registered incidence of PTB among residents aged 60 years and older in Yangzhou
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City showed a downward trend from 2013 to 2022. Particular attention should be payed to males, residents aged 75— <

80 years, and the elderly in Jiangdu District and Baoying County.
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Table 1 Incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis among residents aged 60 years and older in Yangzhou City from 2013 to 2022
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Figure 1 Gender—specific incidence of pulmonary tuberculosis
among residents aged 60 years and older in Yangzhou City from

2013 to 2022
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