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Preparation of targeting CPI-444-loaded nanoparticles and investigation of its
effects on T cell activity and anti-tumor response

CHEN Mingshui, LI Jieyu, WANG Ling, ZHOU Zhifeng, ZHANG Linteng (Clinical Oncology School of Fujian Medical University,
Fujian Cancer Hospital, Fuzhou 350014, Fujian, China)

[Abstract] Objective: To prepare and characterize CD8 antibody-conjugated CPI-444 (C)-loaded nanoparticles (CNP/a. CD8) and
investigate their effects on CD8" T cell activation, proliferation, and anti-tumor activity. Methods: Nanoparticles encapsulating the
adenosine A2A receptor(A2AR) antagonist CPI-444 (C) or the fluorescent dye Coumarin-6 (C6) were prepared using the double
emulsion solvent evaporation method and EDC/NHS chemistry for antibody conjugation, resulting in CNP/aCD8 and C6NP/aCDS.
The morphology and size of the nanoparticles were characterized by scanning electron microscopy and NanoPlus particle size analyzer.
Drug loading and release profiles were determined using liquid chromatography-tandem mass spectrometry (LC-MS/MS) and
centrifugation. The internalization of C6NP/aCDS8 by CD8" T cells were examined by flow cytometry and fluorescence microscopy. The
effects of CNP/aCDS8 on the proliferation, activation, cytotoxicity, and tumor killing ability of CD8" T cells were examined by flow
cytometry, ELISA, and lactate dehydrogenase (LDH) assay. Results: The CNP/aCDS8 nanoparticles were spherical with an average
diameter of about 150 nm, effectively encapsulating CPI-444 and conjugating CD8 antibodies, with a drug encapsulation efficiency and
a CD8 antibody conjugation efficiency of approximately 60% and 53.4%, respectively. The nanoparticles exhibited good stability and
were efficiently internalized by CD8" T cells, inhibiting A2AR expression. Biological function assays showed that CNP/aCD8 enhanced
CD8'" T cell proliferation, promoted T cell activation, cytokine secretion, granzyme B, and perforin production, and improved the tumor-
killing ability of CD8" T cells. Conclusion: CNP/aCD8 nanoparticles can significantly enhance the immune functions of CD8" T cells,
likely by inhibiting A2AR expression.
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o 4k A TR IR R TR —,
CDS8" T 4H /2 B 8 G 92 (1 25 2 R840 ™, (2 A
IRy H A NI IR IT 2 A, K 2 R R IX R
TBIT IR A N BAS B 7= A e A e 2, 3 B I
PRS2 T 41 i 2 34 22 ol 410 1) 14 52 A4 DT 40861 T 40 B 1)
WOEFI R D) RESS o I 52 4 /2 o P2 A M 3R TH R 04
1) ZAN M 2 Ak 2 — , JE I 5 IR A 4 A
1) B 2 A D PRV AL, 88 B AT 4028 25N T BE L T 51 R
JISRE F e kiR, H R O R IR S AR DU R
I3 9 R Al A2AL A2B F1 A3, H ot I 1 52 4& A2A
(adenosine A2A receptor, A2AR) = Z R IA7E T 41 i
b SRR SRR ) B, OE T A e i bk 32 2
PEF . A2AR WIS BE ) T 41 H 438 4 A% 46, g 410
il A2AR A8 3 50 T 20 i v P R0 IR R0, 6] e e
AR, BRI, A2ARAE 9 — T A B AR R A
B TR iR T M E L A, HAT, OA 2
it A2 AR F5 P07 S A5 Y B A 7 32 e 2 A
AR AT A Ik 4k A0 BT VAR A R 78 2 R
VR IT TP B R, (H A2AR 7E £ R4 E
A R, I A2AR 5 P74 S 4h 25 R Re A 2 3 AR
RO W TR 1 0 T3 A2AR A S B 98
TIERIT MR EAFEEZE L. CARAY R
FH R A4 33 3% siRNA U1 ER A2AR Ag 39 58 T 2 i 1)
IR RE S, (R HE T 40 MR, {2 A2AR #1715
g K hORL 45 A % CD8' T Ih RE 52 Wi (1) W 7 A 2D o
A 55 H PLGA 58 & W) il £ €14 CP1-444 (— Ff Ry
S M A2AR #E BU A D 98 K B kD (CPI-444
nanoparticle, CNP) , 4 H: 5 CD8 Hit A& fE 1Bk, il # CNP/
aCDS8, #R 15t CNP/aCDS8 X T 2 it iif 11 A1 3t fif 987 728
RN T e B2 R, g3tk — 2Dt 7 I 52 AR ) SR 7
i IRE G e ¥R 9T H A B 25 5 Lt o

1 MR5EE

1.1 E2RXF A mie

Uiy 7R 3 5 FL IR - #2 5 4 1R [poly(D. L-lactide-co-
glycolide ), PLGA] (MW 23 000 50:50) + % 2. )& %
(polyvingl acetate, PVA) . — & ! %¢ (dichloromethane,
DCM) . #F 5. % -6 (coumarin-6, C6) . N-#2 FL 58 I 1t I
JiZ (NHS) \1-2.F5-3(-3- U BN HO Tk — L Eh R
£ (1-ethyl-3- (3-dimethylaminopropyl) carbodiimide
hydrochloride, EDC) ¥J W H Sigma 2 #]
Carboxyfluorescein diacetate succimidyl ester (CFSE)
& H Invitrogen 2 @] . APC-CD8. PE-Cy7-CD25.
FITC-CD69. PE-Cy7-GraB. PE-Perforin $ 14 ¥ 4 [
Biolegend 24 & , PE-A2AR FT{& I [ R&D A &, A
CD8 FL A H Ab 5t SR A M 22 7] , CPI-444 11 H Med

ChemExpress (MCE) 2 & , L B2 /it & B (lactate
dehydrogenase, LDH) i 77| £ 4 1 Promega 2~ & , A
IL-2 F1TFN-y ELISA i 7§ &%) H Abcam A 7 , HepG2
41 i ik B P E R B E . CDS8 2k . aCD3/
CD28 W ¥k 34 & ThermoFisher 24 &) o
12 ZE2NE

JY92-1IDN ji 75 35 240 it fy #4E ATL AT LGI-18 ¥ 41
EENLIG E T B8 208 75 1% A PR A R i, himac 15
A RSO ALE H D5 2 A ], NanoPlus Zeta HL A
50 Kk FE A B 55 [ 52 5 A% A 7], Nova Nano
SEM 230 15 7 # 3 R ST B 7 BB W H &
FEI 2~ &) , ¥ AH €15 - DU 2 FF % AT B [B) 5 3G 0 1%
(LC-MS/MS) I H = [# Agilent 23 & , It 30 40 A A%
H [ BD A H .
1.3 &8 CPI-444 s Rk by H) & 5 & AL

4 CPI-444 H{ DMSO ¥ fif , B il 4 1 mg/mL %
. FRHC50 mg PLGA B T 10 mLIE A, T A 3 mL
DCM ¥ H % f# , N 100 uL 1 mg/mL ) CP1-444,
W% 2 min, F Th % R 35%x900 W 1) 8 7 (X AL B , 4
(B B 3 s 8 75 9 s, 3% 5 min, JERBAIFL KT 7L N 2 4 mL
1 1.5%PVA W, 9 %7 2 min, B H D) 38 35%x
900 W I8 75 A HE 75 9 s [ B% 3 s, 3% 5 min, JE L E
F K B FLIBTGE K Th 45 HE 3~4 h, 35 K 2 BRA DL
#1985 1 16 000xg 250> 10 min, Y E i BH T4
W) CP1-444 & & . JTIEWI 28 TR/K B 2 I, gk
Ve, 5 s WA £ — &2 H LC-MS/MS I % CPI-
444 . B R UTTE Y R R K T A o E A, YD
il 453 €13 CP1-444 H) 94 K B0kE , FH CNP o, I AL FE
T3 i 25 03] C6 9 2 AN Kok CONP, FH T+ T 4
JH P ALK BORE SIE G o K 11l 75 1) CNP A CONP =2
F LGI-18 ¥ ¥R T JRNLEAT ¥ R T8, T7-20 °CUKHE
TRAE

FH B VA AR CPI-444 : #RHX 10 mg
CNP 4 THr A, I\ 10 mL PBS ¥ 8 75 il )i,
KRR 1S mL B OF, 48 1 mL, K& O
EINREIR , AE 37 °CF FR SR A%, B 8] B — R X
H—AEOE, HE N9 500xg B0 10 min, I
& WU LC-MS/MS £l CPI-444 2 &, DL AS Il 44
KAMCRERE T CPI-444 (115 1 o
1.4 CNP{%3 aCDS Hitk

FREXS mg bk CNP T8 K, M 1 mL PBS ¥
fift 43 B, T3 F PBS PR P I, I 600 pL PBS, it8 4
Sy B 5], FREL 10 mg EDC #15 mg NHS, 23 51 4
200 pL PBS ¥ i , #5 HARJH A 2 CNP Kk o,
BT RER EHIR TIRME 0.5 h, 45 4 K Aok 2 1 1 52
FEVEAL K R TR S KR A 1 mL10 mmol/L
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pH7.2 1 PBS i P UK, 2R J5 43§ T 1 mL 10 mmol/L
pH7.2 () PBS 1, I 10 pg CD8 Fofk , i B vk LR &
15 min, i 37 °CH: 72561 B 15 min, N 5E &5
W 9K ok H PBS i 3 U, B 25 R O B LA 4y
T WA R e % (1) _E3E T F BCA VRN & il v+
EESE, VUEYH 200 uL10 mmol/L pH 7.2 i) PBS
T AR, B 453 T AR I CD8 JLAA 10 2 CP1-444 (1) 44
KA, FH CNP/oCD8 £
1.5 CD8 Ty ik

A SIS 5 R IR R B A BE 2 L s e, o
fIb5 : K2020-323-01. il HU{E e A\ A 41 A 1f 20 mL
JIN EDTA $EE o, FHIbk B 40 B 23 25 40 23 A1 8 i
BANZ A0 ML (PBMC) , PBS P4 TG B 1< 10754
L in N 80 uL MACS 433 22 i Fl1 20 pl CDS fiiEk
4 °Ci & 15 min, it & 56 £ )5, IO /-E M
300xg &0 8 min, 3 % L {E W I 1 mL MACS 2%
DU R S 21D [ =170 vl = S O 7 vk = 0
MiniMACS 7340 S48 1, A i 28 5ok Wl oy e i
J& > ¥ T IEAE RS s, T ST 2R S o A 4 e
I AR P H R 4 e R CDS T 41 M
1.6 fminiEik

B LA b2y i 3845 1) CDS™ T 41 fifg 422 b &5 24 £L 40
5 FR R, 2% 1071, N E 10% fifi 2 L3 1 RPMI-
1640 15 77 W 1 mL 1% J£ 9 4x10" 4~/mL ] aCD3/
CD28 f# ¥k 2 pL A1 10°U/L A IL-2 10 pl, 37 °CHE 244
IR 24 h )G UEEAN AL . HepG2 41 U BRI 7E 96 FLAN i
FE AR N B 10% Ji6 4 I35 F 1% 75 55 2 -4 27
1) DMEM ¥ 7291, o A5 7%
1.7 CDS8' T @it )t CONP/aCDS %A K 4 s 89 457

4 53i% CD8" T 4 fg in A\ 2 uL aCD3/CD28 i ¥k
24 h, U HE CDS' T 41 fu 2 Fh 7E 24 FLAH S 774K,
FEFLEERN 1 mL (55 2x10° AN 20 D) 5 N 10 pL &%
10 pg/mL CONP/aCD8 4K UKL 55 72U, T 37 °CH
FEAFURE 4 h, UCEEAH M, 350 BRI, FH U 40 B AR
I CD8" T 41 i N 1k CONP/aCDS 9K ki . 7 B 5y
A e aCD3/CD28 i 2k ¥ 24 h J5 , W 4E CD8' T 4
A AE 24 FLAH I3 TR, 5%10/mL/AL, A 10 pL
£ 10 pg/mL 1] CONP/aCD8 4H Ktk (155 377, 37 °C
RE 4 h, IEELH L, PBS B 3 ¥ )5, 100 puL PBS
TR M, 5 A B 0 AE AR b, P 98O0 R s
ST 4 P AL K ARORE 1 450
1.8 LC-MS/MS % CD8" T £m A& 1 4 CNP/aCD8 %At
7 CPI-444 1 3L

W43 3% T SN oCD3/CD28 HEEKHIHL 24 h )5
W £E CD8 THM I 24 FLARMIEEFR AR , 2> 107/mL/AL
HIN 1 mL RPMI 1640 35 7% #1150 pL CNP/aCD8 Jit

il 10 pg/mL ) CP1-444 231 , I & 24 h, 4 20 it i
RIPA ¥ 20 i SR, 0 240 o 2R f v WL SR 21 1.5 mL 250
&, 19 500xg B0 10 min, Y4 _EiE W, I LC-MS/
MS I 52 41 i g E 35 1 CP1-444 5 &
1.9 AKX mfie RARM A2AR 49 & ik

W 3 3% T 7520 i FH oCD3/CD28 fiE I 4 24 h )=
WAL CD8" TN 24 FLATMIES 77 4R , 2% 10/mL/AL,
3 HIBIN 10 ug/mL CPI-444 L K R[5 44 K Aok 3 7]
IR 24 h, UCEEGN I, In\ 5 uL PE-A2AR $i4k , % iR
F Ak N 10 min, FH PBS BE 40 /5 7 H 100 uL PBS
ok, B QA i ORI - ZH 4 A2AR IR I . 5K
5593 9 A AL B A PR T RE 4H L CPT-444 2
(C).CNP 411 CNP/aCD8 4.
1.10  CNP/aCD8 X} CD8" T It 4 1+ 49 % v
1.10.1 CFSE %4l CD8" T 4 ft 3 78 15 I

731% PBMC H CDS8" T 4 i , BE i 7 24 FLAN I K5
FRB 2310 AL, N 2 pl oCD3/CD28 Bk 2 10 uL
B 1x10° U/L TL-2 40 PR 7, 24 h s, UCAE 2 i
FH CFSE %t . Getty J (20 Mo 422 b 75 24 FLAN M 1% 37
B, 2x10°4L , TN B 9 K SORE 1 5% 77 ) CP1-444 1y
10 pg/ml, T 37 °CE: IR A6 IR & 24 h, (WAL, FH PBS
Ve, T EE B M, FH 0 =Xt e AR DU A [+) £EL 441 f 384
FETE L. S50 7 N H Al g0 i 25 (% R 4H L CP1-444 21
(C)CNP 41 CNP/aCDS8 #H..
1.10.2  #J CD8" T 48 jf1 7 . A& F

CDS8" T 4 Jf 43 Fh 75 24 FLAH B 35 774, 2x10° A4/
FL, N & 2 uL aCD3/CD28 i Bk K 10 pL f¥) IL-2
(1x10° U/L) 4l e 15 77, 24 h 5 W B2 4 e, 2
1E 24 FL4H B 35 7= 4, 43 ) il N CPI1-444, CNP LA &
CNP/aCDS8 FI55 77 , 5% 21 CPI-444 44 Jii & iRk FE N
10 pg/mL, 37 °CHE 2 4H H IR & 24 h, 40/ k-
T8 U H N TL-2 F1 TFN-y ELISA %71 & k6 ) L 375 v o
YRR R A B B A i ] PBS e isk O BB A, R4
AR B T — 8 1R AR 1 10° 40 23
A 5 uL FITC-CD25 Fil APC-CDS8 #t & , % — &
PE-CD69 #il APC-CD8 it 44 , % I I & 10 min J5 , &
Ly, NN 200 uL PBS 5 241 i, FACS Il 52 A~ [ 254
g KAk 4 3 J5 CDS' T 48 il CD25 F1 CD69 i) £
Ko SEEG A N Rl 4 i 2 (6 HR 4L L CPI-444 20 (C)
CNP 4 F1 CNP/aCDS8 41 , 25 A AN F CPI-444, o2 %
Y CPI-444 25 8K FE 4 10 pg/ml.
1.10.3 40 40 f & 78 M

43i% PBMC " CDS8" T 41 g £ F 7F 24 L 41 g %
TR, 2x10° A/ FL s N 7 2 uL aCD3/CD28 fii 3k
10 pL ¥ 4 10° U/L (A TL-2 40 B 85 959, 24 h )i
WS 0 A . 2 PR 24 FLAR 1% R4, 20 B N A&
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CPI-444.CNP Ll K CNP/aCD8 [ 3 3% i , 37 °C 1% 3%
FEURE 24 h, WCEELN Y, I PBS Phisk, FE B B 418, H
APC-CD8 Huff By 8, SR 5 43 il FH 8] & F1 2F FL AT
EMZELL , B J5 Bl PE-PRF Ml PE-Cy7-GrB #71C
20 min, F PBS ¥t %% 2 I, & ¢X 3 min, I A 100 pL
PBS H 2 A0, FH U BRI . SIEB8 43 S B At 2
Ji 4% 4 %6} FE ZH . CPI-444 #H (C) . CNP 41 #11 CNP/aCDS8
H, X AHAF CPI-444, H 4R % 4H CPI-444 R 5 N
10 pg/mL.
1.10.4  3LE it S 58 (LDHD % 7% % # M| CNP/aCD8 *f
CDS8' T 4 A 3 15 HepG2 48 fff &t 77 0 %7

AR 1L 533% CD8* T 41 f R 7E 24 FLAN L RE 7%
B, 4105441, I 2 uL oCD3/CD28 i Ek % 10 uL
10°U/L 9 IL-2 e 28 & FE 2 10 pug/mL (1) CPI-444 .
CNP 1 CNP/aCD8 3572 , 1137 °C~ 5% CO, 55 7544
24 h J5Y4E CDS' T4l K HepG2 A #FH7E 96 FL
ARG TR, 37 °C 5% CO2 577 IR B it . ¥
DL CD8' T4l 5 HepG2 i A% 5:1.10: 1 F120: 1 [
R ¥R IR A, 37 °CL 5% CO, B 7461 B 12 he %
201 i A KRR AL B AT PR R R TSCEL O 4T
HRRETRAL . B MFEA B 3 N AL, B FL A
AN 100 pL, 725 RBEALIIN 10 pL 41 f 2 i,
SR 5 T HE A0 B B FR AU 37 °C L 5% CO, K5 - FH iR &
45 min. 50, B LI 50 pL b3 W R BT
96 LV 15 7R 8% , BEFL NN 50 pL K4 , il I IS
AbEE 30 min, FFFLANA 50 pL 28 153, bR A
490 nm KA & HIEHEE(DME. R =[5
B2 D H -S40 1 SRR TS ZE D AE-HE4H M SRR
A DAED/CRRAH JY B K B 4L D — ¥R 40 i B S8 B%
JZH D AED 1x100 % o S5 4 B 2l 41 g S ks
HEZH .CPI-444 41 (C) . CNP 41 Al CNP/a CDS8 4 , =%
4 7 CPL-444 , i 42 & 2H CPI-444 % Jii & IKJE
410 pg/mL.
1.11 %itz e

FES WML E S 3 K. BT A A
GraphPad Prism6.0 #3047 4t it 73 #7 , 75 & IR &4
A ) E s F s 3RO, 4 (8] BE 3R A RU R 7
Rrgs, 20 N B ICR FH BR  F R 5 . BA P<0.05 BR
P<0.01 ZRZERAGIFE L.

2 &% R

2.1 CNP/aCDS8 #h A4 % 4E

FH B 82 45 R (& 1A) 78 , CNP/aCDS8 44
KGRI 2] B ERIE L R/NZI N 150 nm; )28 6L
PRGN 45 R (B 1BD S » 9K Aok LA e o Bk
PDI 5 0.01~0.1. LC-MS-MS £ Jll] CPI-444 5 5 W ik

I (P 10D F U T AR I 1D , MR 9 bk i il 28 i 5%
CPI-444 & &, A3 AL IG A 3 R 2 60%. BCATE
far il 45 SR 7R CD8 HARAR IR AR 2904 48.7%. A& 4b
P56 45 3 (BB &R, 78 37 °C PBS W, 7F
4] 24 h § CNP/aCD8 ' CPI-444 5 FL R 8 B i
&, 1K 0] A2 50 53 I B 72 20 K iRz 26 T 1) CP1-444 B
T, B 1 24~48 h CPI-444 B N 218, K% 48 h
J& CPI-444 B JUR WA 27 6 1. Fa e P S ie 25
(E 1P EoR , 9K ki 7E pH7.0 /) PBS B R ITFa
SEME,TET d W REAR AT LA I B R AR
2.2 CDS8 T #mj& R4 CNP/aCD8 & At 1§ CPI-444 45
9t i e W 5% R B, CD8' T 41 il 5 CONP/
aCD8 A K ki 3L 1% 9% 4 h, 4 Y WL B 3 98 615 5,
117 5 Ath 40 K AORE S 35 7% [R) A B ], 200 i g R W 5%
IR IR NS5 (B 2A) o T 2l M ARAS I 25 54,
7%, CDS8" T4 5 CONP/oCDS 4N K Mok i & 4 h,
CDS8' T 4 il 4 t&, C6NP/aCDS, 1fij H: Al 20 CD8" T 41 il
AW 2] B (5 5 (B 2B 2C, P<0.01) . I Py
CPI-444 #5145 3 3 7R , CNP/aCD8 41 %5 Ho Al 4H. 17 &
T, 1X 2535 8] CNP/aCD8 4K ok fit B8 A R ik A\
CDS8' T 4l , i CP1-444(E 2D, P<0.01) .
2.3 CNP/aCD8 #7%] CD8' T 8. A2AR % F % A
T ARSI & ) CD8” T 4M i & aCD3/CD28
I 22 CP1-444 57 [R] 40 K fiofi Ak 22 5 CD8' T 4]
fl A2AR 7r TR IBE M . 45 R ER, KRE R
CDST 41 iy A2AR £ & N 6.1% , o CD3/CD28 H| ¥
CDST 4fi Jfil A2AR ik Tt 5 4 12.3% . 5 CNP/aCD8
LR IR 5 A2AR K IK B E WD, EA TR EIRE N
10 ug/mL i , 5 25 (O HEZH AR LL , .40 CPI-444 A1 CNP
Xf A2AR £k B A — & fME H , 1 CNP/aCDS &
EHNH A2AR Fik (E3,P<0.01) , iX 1] A8 2 40 L Y
CPI-444 & & 7 7 FEIIAN AR , 1K L2 FLi B 42
YRRARORL LEAERE R oK ok e B A 20N CDS T 411,
T CPI-444 #1] A2AR
2.4 CNP/aCD84% 3t CD8' T £m i #) 34 74 A= 7E AL
CFSE it il 45 5 57 , £ CNP/aCD8 gH K e Ak
HiZHH,CDS" T 41 i 384 4 Lk 2% (1 20 R 3 in (E 4A,
P<0.01). JEACIRPRECINSE SR 2R , CNP/aCDS8 A3 5
CDS8' T 4 CD25.CD69 73711 2H 61.1% FH 64.3%, . 3%
i TS 6 R 2H 42.1% F136.9%(F 4B.C , P<0.01).
ELISA #1455 &7~ , CD8' T4 ffl 5 CNP/aCDS 3t 5%
7724 h Jg » b3 W0 TRN-y A1 TL-2 43 3 4 350 pg/mL
([ 4D) #1230 pg/mL (K 4E) , ¥ & & & T H A 41
41 M FT 7= A B TFN-y AT IL-2 (3 P<0.01), X Lbss 3
B, CNP/aCD8 4Kk A U CD8' T 41 i 1
FE IS
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2.5 CNP/oCDS8 3% 7% CD8' T @ it 4% 2 L & & P A= 5
15 HepG2 20 JtL 89 #8771

UKL B AN 2E FLFE A /E 9 CD8' T 4 f 2 7% 14
AR, A AR I 45 IR BoR , 5 H AR AE B,
CDS’ T 4l 2 5 CNP/aCDS8 9K ki 4% 37 24 h, Fiki
filf BCEISA, P<0.0D A ZEFL 3 (& 5B, P<0.01) 7371 N
26.5% M1 40.4%, B 2 v T2 E A A 15.7% A

26.2%. LDH VLK il 45 5 8 7s , 75 2% B L 4 A
5:1.10:1 F120: 1 K, CNP/aCD8 21 CDS" T 41 fifg %t
HepG2 4t Ml 1) A% 145 % 73 5l N 6.29%. 11.32% #
24.63%, i = T X RR AL (K] 5C, P<0.01) . 1x 84k
B, CNP/aCDS fe i 54 53 T 2 i 1) 40 Jf 25 3% 12 A0
i 98 240 FRL PR R A RE T
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