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Comparation and considerations for general notice between
the Chinese Pharmacopoeia and the Japanese Pharmacopoeia”
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Abstract Objective; The characteristics and differences of the general notice between the Chinese Pharmacopoeia
and the Japanese Pharmacopoeia were investigated to provide references and suggestions for the compilation of the
Chinese Pharmacopoeia. Methods: From the perspective of frame structure and main contents, the general notice be-
tween the Chinese Pharmacopoeia and the Japanese Pharmacopoeia was compared. Results; Each volume of the Chi-
nese Pharmacopoeia had its general notice, including 34 to 48 items and 10 to 12 chapters based on different varieties
collected in each volume. The Japanese Pharmacopoeia had 49 items not arranged by chapters. There are many differ-
ences on the general notice between the Chinese Pharmacopoeia and the Japanese Pharmacopoeia, such as the defini-
tions and expressions of names, determination of appearance, revision rules, risk assessment and quality control con-
ception. The framework of the general notice in the Chinese Pharmacopoeia was clear, the content was specific and

the operation was friendly. The term description of the general notice in the Japanese Pharmacopoeia was concise,
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and some terms need to be implemented under the guidance of professional knowledge. Conclusion: In light of com-

parative study, every volume's general notice of the Chinese Pharmacopoeia has its own characteristics. By integrating

advanced analytical technique, combining the requirements with laws and regulations, and optimizing content and

terms, all volume’s general notice could be explored to be coordinated and unified.

Key words: Chinese Pharmacopoeia; Japanese Pharmacopoeia; general notice; coordination; drug standard; qual-

ity control
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Tab. 2 Differences of main content between the Chinese Pharmacopoeia and JP
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