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Abstract: Objective To investigate the knowledge, attitude and practice of hepatitis B prevention and control among
junior high school students in Linping District, Hangzhou City, so as to provide insights into management of hepatitis B
among adolescents. Methods Two classes were sampled using a cluster sampling method from grades 2 in 12 public
junior high schools in Linping District, and all students in these two classes were enrolled. Students' knowledge, atti-
tude and practice of hepatitis B prevention and control were collected using questionnaire surveys, and factors affecting
knowledge, attitude and practice of hepatitis B prevention and control were identified using a multivariable logistic re-
gression model. Results A total of 1 102 questionnaires were allocated and 1 094 valid questionnaires were recovered,
with an effective recovery rate of 99.27%. The respondents included 540 males (49.36%) and 554 females (50.64%),
and 542 rural students (49.54%) and 552 urban students (50.46%). The awareness of hepatitis B prevention and control
knowledge was 43.60%, and a low awareness rate was seen for the item “use of condom may prevent hepatitis B”
(21.12%). The percentage of correct attitudes towards hepatitis B prevention and control was 57.77%, and a low percent-

age was found for the item “individuals living with hepatitis B will tell others” (38.67%). The percentage of positive
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practices towards hepatitis B prevention and control was 80.07%, and a low percentage was seen for the item “hepati-

tis B vaccines have been inoculated in recent five years” (16.54%). Multivariable logistic regression analysis identified
gender (females, OR=1.483, 95%CI: 1.159-1.898), household registration (urban, OR=1.300, 95%CI: 1.011-1.670), and
parental highest educational level (high school or technical secondary school, OR=0.703, 95%CI: 0.532-0.929) as factors
affecting the awareness of hepatitis B prevention and control knowledge among junior high students, and parental high-
est educational level (high school or technical secondary school, OR=0.705, 95%CI: 0.533-0.934) and serving as class
cadres (OR=1.449, 95%CI: 1.128-1.860) were factors affecting the attitudes hepatitis B prevention and control, while
household registration (urban, OR=1.566, 95%CI: 1.144-2.143) and route of acquiring hepatitis B control knowledge (in-
ternet or magazine, OR=0.473, 95%CI: 0.288-0.776) were factors affecting the formation of practices towards hepatitis B
prevention and control. Conclusions The overall awareness of and percentage of attitudes towards hepatitis B preven-
tion and control, and the percentage of hepatitis B vaccination are low among junior high school students in Linping

District. Targeted health education pertaining to hepatitis B prevention and control is required to be reinforced and pro-

motion of hepatitis B vaccination is recommended.
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Table 2 Multivariable logistic regression analysis of factors affecting the knowledge, attitude and practice of hepatitis B prevention and

control among junior high school students
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