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EDITORIAL

What Authors Ought to Know

The Pediatric Infectious Disease Society of the
Philippines (PIDSP) Journal has been in circulation since 1996.
To this day, it remains to be indexed in the Western Region
Pacific Index Medicus (WPRIM), the regional bibliographic
index of medical journals published by Member States of the
Region. A major target for the journal this year is the planned
transition to an online manuscript submission and review
system. E-REVIEWS or Enhancing Research Dissemination
Via An Efficient Web-based Journal Management System is
underway. Preparations for wider indexing is a not too distant
project. As the journal committee continues to raise the bar
with its timely and relevant publications, we perceive the need
for a more comprehensive Publication Ethics and Publication
Malpractice Guideline based on the Code of Conduct and Best
Practice Guidelines for Journal Editors of the Committee on
Publication Ethics. For this reason, the Journal Team is
featuring the first of a series of guidelines related to ethics in
medical publication to govern all stakeholders.

Author’s Responsibilities

Authors are expected to submit an original manuscript
after signing the (1) PIDSP Journal Article Publishing
Agreement (APA). The APA attests that (a) the submission
has not been published and is not under simultaneous
consideration elsewhere for publication (b) all co-authors have
reviewed and approved of the manuscript (c) any potential
conflict of interest, especially from any financial associations,
will be fully disclosed (d) all sources of funding and
institutional affiliations of authors will be indicated (e) if the
study involved human subjects, informed consent were taken,
ot if minors, consent was obtained from their guardians (f) the
research has been evaluated by an ethics board before the
research was performed and (g) full copyright of the
manuscript is assigned to the PIDSP Journal. Authors must
also accomplish the (2) International Committee of
Medical Journal Editors ICMJE) Disclosure Form, which
documents potential conflicts of interest for each author.

ICMJE Criteria for Authorship

The PIDSP Journal recognizes the 4 ICMJE criteria for
authorship as follows:

1. Authors are only those with substantial
contributions in  the manuscript from
conception, data acquisition, analysis and
interpretation.
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2. Authors are responsible for drafting the work or
reviewing it critically.

3. Authors should approve of the final version to
be published, and

4. Authors agree to be accountable for all aspects
of their work.

Contributors who do not meet all 4 criteria for
Authorship should not be listed as authors but should be
acknowledged. The use of Artificial Intelligence for assistance
in writing the manuscript should also be reported in the
acknowledgement section. Lastly, Chatbots should not be
listed as authors as they cannot be responsible for research
accuracy and integrity.

We will continue to feature editor, reviewer and
publisher’s responsibilities in our next issues. Ignorance is no
excuse.
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