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Stem cell-like CD8" T cells: a new pioneer in cancer immunotherapy
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[Abstract] CD8" T cells are the major players in anti-tumor immune responses. Immune therapies have made significant breakthroughs
in the field of cancer treatment by reshaping the ability of CD8" T cells to kill tumor cells. But clinical benefits have been limited to
some patients and certain cancer types. The key to improving cancer immunotherapy depends on how to overcome the CD8" T cell
dysfunctions. In recent years, quite a few researches have revealed the stemness regulation mechanisms of CD8" T cells, discovered that
stem-like CD8" T cells possess self-renewal and proliferation abilities and stated the importance of this cell subgroup in maintaining
sustained cancer immunotherapy responses. In this paper, we will review the molecular and functional characteristics of stem-cell like
CD8" T cells, and the intrinsic and extrinsic influencing factors of CD8" T cell stemness, summarize the present stemness
reprogramming strategies targeting CD8" T cells, and further look into the ideas and methods of improving the therapeutic efficacy of
cancer immunotherapy through targeting CD8" T cells stemness programs.
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REEXRNEENG , UHBEELZRANEN
EHH ML E 227 &, REE R R HT R FRE
NZEMHFABEETFRY. WEARTEEE
W %A E A L ¥ (immune checkpoint
blockade, ICB) J7 i . i 4K 40 B 76 T Fn %X JE W %,
EHETRRAD HRUEREMRS, £ B IEIT
BETAANBEERBRY., K, W& 2 ZETL
@ e & AR, o b B BB e Rt BB R AL
% RHBT RBITEMIE R . CDS T 41 i & kv
ERENENRBIATE,WERRETHRRAL
HHTCDS THMBEFAMERGERY, AR XK
I, UAT 40 B ike e R oh g 0 E b B & TR Z 1R
£ F 545 B TCCAR-T) 40 BT 3 78 I R AR B I8 9T JE &
KU RERT S8R ERF X, 0.5 CAR-T 4 g
ERHENFERSEE IR TR o, B
J& P9 CD8' T 28 A AR R RL IR A5 2 Bt 8 % b 2 B Au it E
BITTEEZWMARER. B2, ERIENCS T
2 LW 3 R [ 55 A 4638 4 15 R 249 T OB L A A A
FEIBITH R AT, B, R CDS T A AM
M AL, 1 E R R R 4 1T, R B R I8 T A8
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BELEAREEREIRE A, W URIE BT R A
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1 FEEM CDS TS T4mpEtE CDS T 202

1.1 #33M%CDS T

B e 5 R AR B DS T4 R AT T RERIFF A
PR T FURE RS AR E A EN . R R
K I, B8 A CD8' T 40 f A FF St iV g R R T &
KENZI, RN B R L £ B R h
REJREG SR AE, AR 9 (D8 T 40 L AE 35 , H Y8 0 A£ 38 &
B EH R, T ETI0ITT 40 M A 3R T 48 i, 6 35
P T 4 e A B T A B B R LR AT AE Fu
FBE, BEAUTHAN ) THFRARE:(DEX
RNE M AR F, A PD-1 L R B B R R X R
ABMIMEEFHT AR A E TR (Tcell
immunoreceptor with immunoglobulin and ITIM
domain, TIGIT) %", 3 BA | M 52 ko F 1 3 5 2T
R4, 2 CD8 T4 M i 5 5 18 3 7 A e 7, &
LBV T 2 E R 5 (2) R I AR B A B £ b AR
T, 4 60 ik 20 i 16 A0 % & 1548 £k B B (thymocy te

selection—associated high mobility group box
protein, TOX)"™ ' & % & % & 4A (nuclear receptor
subfamily 4 group A,NR4A"™ & 2 EE#CDS T
28 B RE 3B b s (3D A e FiT{Z.CD8' T4 An sz CDS' T
IR, AEVEMECDS TAHMA X ARBERE, EELN
HERRAERZHE G FT EBEATRTERS
E, X R 7 KR E B2 T CD8' T 40 fe 3 gk ik —
F 2,8 BT A gk

FEHTEARGRENFHEANLE, RIMH
ENAEEMECS THME —#EERRENaR,
R H M Z R B AR E W Rk R T 40 B4 AR
AEFHFHNERFEERZEY, MTHEECDS TH
BB, ME  —BF A SRV AR 9B M CDS' T 40 B T3, £
FEANRURMEREFRANE 2R, BB
FIRIETHNT — D2 KRB,
12 Fmfet CDS T

b8 40 A LR B S B BE A, X SRR A
J¢ £ CD8' T 40 At AL B 4 BA o] LARF 42 B R E 7 Ao 4
FHENEE H7 . X RAEDGIECDS T4 M A AE3B 4 CDS' T
FHSHEARNE, AWM ERGHETLEL,
T4 fEAECDS" T4 e LA, R HICIZFECD8" T 41 g
HREAE , 3 B 9 FHT 66 A A i 2R ORL 40 B o B
N RBREFAETFET &M % E N AW X
ol N FRAELAE, XBARGRATH
ME F-1(T cell factor—1, TCF-1)® 51z &4 &
MEMEHES FRIERRG6, R T4 RAEBH K
CD8' T 40 e, 17 % 48 o B9 3 & 1 R - F R A K F8]
Y. BT MAECDS T 48 f 2% 5 0y 28 f B 5 4
Ve RE /1 152, (EL VR A % R 48 B 4 AL B SR B, T LR B
Fi Je8 P 2 17 48 B W B 2 T A2 VR R M CDST T 4B A
B Ih B S A, DA K TR B OB R A

HRDS R, B KA B T A
CD8" T 4 it =] LA SEHL 3 3¢ A B9 592 B2 RORL , TR A5
FRINUIE R R, AR N R AEETRRER,
BT S 3, TCF-1°CD8” T 44 fif, T 2% & v i ICB 57 3
M KM LA, H— S AERE SRR TN A,
R AT 5 CDS' TH MM LR F EF A FE RN
EMREHEWIEMA X, Bk, FHARAECS THME
ERE R RGBT AR ERR A, R L hF
T4 B B T X B L B BN T B R 4 LR, LR
TP I8 V6T e PR R LR AT

2 EIMBER CDS' T 4T E =
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90 Mo R T R AR T 4 AR R 4 R
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FRBREFRARBEFHEABEES TH. A1, %
BAREF ThEAABHCDS THMAER, X
#—F X o T, FHit, FEE AL T HHAFECDS T
YR TG R R N LA K TN R
THf e ZHEZHEE,ZCDS THAMTHR RS
Frr@EEAR*ASIITFIER . T4 MFECDS T4
W B k3 B A R B F TCF-1, X 7T DAR 3 F 20 g
CD8" T 48 AT Ak, . 7] LAZE#: CDS™ T 48 AL iy 4 LAfR
#HEREF T, ARYKI, #HEEF c-Myb ¥ &
HXEFENAEEIERNEETHBEAECS T AR
A, BT E R TCP-1 M S R B D8’ T 4 B
T AR AE, [F] B 38 of 47 4 ZEB2 [ 5% CD8' T 48 JfL iy
K RFEE A, TR BT 20 B8 7 o A0k TR
T ER R, MARETEME LLSDDE N XH
tERWEEE T, 4 5CD8 T4 T HEi s,
T, B — A R E F AN N ECDS T4 M T M
F R B & EH T, a0 T4/ FH® T E F 4 (interferon
regulator factor 4, IRF4) # L3 3T 47 &) TCF-1 %
AR #E DS T M R A8, R4 R i A2
CIZA£CD8" T 40 MLHY Y Y s W i P 46 K E F Bk 2
20 HS A EVE G 1BLIMPD , 4 & Al T CD8' T 4
R AL BRI 40 AR . AR IE B wT B9 AT, I
JE W CD8" T 40 il o1 9 % S [ F Ak % , # 4w TOX.BACH2
(BTB domain and CNC homolog 2) % # kX H F &
CD8" T 28 f 4 fb 1t A2 o B R 5 AL %) 32 o 4 & L Fo 1]
RO, EEERRAL M ELALES HXHT
BACH2 75 % W 3% £ 2 B W b o] LL2E# TCP-1 & & ik
CD8" T 48 g T 28 B #F IR A5, I EL° MR H KA V&
B TCR-1 & R A AT 4 i - 4k, B R
A Fa SLI AR EY B, R BT 40 i 0 e K 5
FHRAESEREEZRERE ., BLEDK
CAR-T 4 L ¥ 33 & 1k o I % &R 41 & ATF A% 4% Sk 7] F
(basic leucine zipper ATF-like transcription
factor,BATF), & BA 2 ¥ DUAE T 40 fa vE v 7 21 Bt 5
IRF4 = AR EIERL, AAR A T 40 f iy 42358 257 22
B —F 5  sAE 52, CAR-T 48 ff1 8k % BATF, 7 3 3¢ 4%
FUT 20 MAESB FHAR 2 P ST 40 A B TY A TR T B R A
FiJe5 B A-BE 77 . CAR-T 48 i El B0 B9 & J& 38 & R 30, T 48
BT M B fe K Aoy 3 B A 32 55 2 CAR-T 40 BT i 7= A i
HMEERE, RAWARERY LR, X EFERA
F4E B 438 & B 1 (positive regulatory domain
zinc finger protein 1,PRDM1)A7NR4A3 By 3 & &t %
X — & AL By T 20 BB CAR-T 48 i 7 38 , X 2 # g
P& PRDM1 B{NR4A3 Toik ik B I 20 & .

Bz, THMAECDS T4 MW kMg m W
B FREMERA T LR, LEFEZECDS T

R THETENERANZAEANAER, BN
CD8" T4 ML EN &L ¥ B X | T % A & K ¥ 8] B9 AH
HER. AR FEEHNATREEZEFHEE
ME A EERNZEF AT EERECDS TH
BT, 9 BB R ia T REFT R A
22 SN R &

A 8 1 34 38 (tumor microenvironment, TME) 1 ik
B4 2 B T 40 L RECDS™ T 48 W A 4 #5894
. TME R EHRRET A A ER N E &
Fro BERYEI, FAMAEECDS THMWHIZET MM
LHITCR 5 5 3 E A0 i 8 Sk R S A X RE A A
470 J8 0 v 8 TCR-1°CD8" T 48 i & 34 CCR6, 2 5 ICB
EMEREEFHNT R FEEX ;& EMATRE
KB AR TCR-1°CDS" T 48, 5 TCB BYIT 20 & ViAE % .
A, TME 5 Y %, 7% 28 i AR B 1 A b 2 82E CDS” T 20
THOEERE. &858 A7 RE R H SR A
A3, CD11eMHC- 11" DCAF =] LAY ak S TCF-1°CD8” T 48
ROHY %0 A A4S (R0 T 40 B B T M 48 3, T IR BF 1 A 40
B2 2 40HIHICD6S'CD1 1b B 74 48 A , #1 5 TCF-1'CD8" T
HHEHKE ) A A F AR DA X", TME 2
HFELM LN RE T, X9 H 7 EAFEE
CDS" T4 M Ty 4+, TME S Hy IL-2.1L-21 #7 IL-33
SEARAEAE B V] LU T 40 B RECDST T 40 A ey 78
MR, S TME B 1 2 IPN B 2 3k 2 #E L g
G 0% KRB 22 B BB DS’ T 40 M 8 34 1 & IFN 49
ZTME % 5k FiE#FHEFICF-1 &k, AR LI,
B9 N = Rk B4 (tertiary lymphoid structure,
TLSE A 4R B AL B BB , LA CDS' T4 T 14
B, KA TLS R I 5 4 T 40 JRAE CD8™ T 48 i 2
FRET EEN IR 1F 4 8 40 M H B4R, TME
WT4ifEFECD8 THMERE TR, EHT
5 CCRT" DC = A 4 ffd 8] 2, L 13 493 CXCL6 Ft IL-15 1
HBNTHEH KA EREY, ERERNE, THME
CD8' T4 AT VB I, 7 A8 T F g 7 | itk &2
S, D8 T4 A L AE 43 3 T 40 1 A DC(eDC1)
T B, AR I S A BEAZ AR CDST T 4 BB AR AE
EEBMIENSIET AR S N T A EAFCDS T4
MEAE <M A, B TR F Ak RS e 23, g
W2 CD8 T4IMIEZRIRT IET Rk B g™,

AR KB, THRAECDS T4 AR £ My
REMBEAREGHREE SR ELRSEIR. 4, TVME
ELA & B U, W e T 2 M AE CDS' T 48 B i Y
RAERMATEH TR E. BLEERATHE
45 o TME {R # B8 9 T 40 BB CD8' T 40 L Y 32 Vi o £
b A i R G CDS TR RS s e 40, T
KACDS THM THERENEE R,
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3 HBIGRITIARS1CDS T ATt Edwiz

O THMTHMEENS, HHATHET
P Ak o 4t e B RIS ALE] L, R H CD8' T4 fig T &
mERBETEEZEE., THREXFEMNHETF
(stimulator of interferon gene, STING) ¥k 54 7|
B B A %% 2 G0 0 B8 AR 2 A I 98 %% 96T R R
HHEHAE K. R K I, cGAS-STING & % % 7& [
PLiB it [ A IFN 45 CDS' T 48 ff T 58, X 4
STING ¥k o1 7| B9 e BR iz R B 7 528 A B9 6 X #,
B, AR A R LI, CD8 T 40 T I 4 #r gk
NREERE SRR ZRNRBEE, A EWE
¥ & %k (androgen receptor,AR) 1z & i #% & & 4
T 4R FECDS THHLAEFFRE S, BT 319 AR
5 B R U R R A B N R SR, TR, T
FERMEREKIE EHITEEHANL R, HE4
TR, A CD8 T T E 42 4R
TH B S,

3.1 IAREAmiEETAFCDS TwieFiEHmiz

HREFEEFAERAERSATREAEL
RdREEEERS, ETHERZ RN+ HEEE
FL % A F B RN 16T &8 KA R R B 2
Y. R, B THETRAERMZRABHT R
AR F R A A % B T ROATRE™, B& A
EMFEERENFHNERE, FREIMET 20448
FARE T EaBeAEETE, BT THAEBTH
B FEI KR R T AR R S A
BT KA A T4 TME 1 3 CD8™ T 48 fg iy T 41k
EAEE(ER, B, £ M58 4 B 72 7 4
WA TCD8 T THERE. HOT &2 —F TEMAH
L2807, £ 5 IL-2Ry B9 4 A 88 K, T H B &
DY STATS BEBR AL, RE 45 & T IR 4 R A B 0 (LI 1
JUT R4 CD8' T4 ALy 4 7+ H 4 # TCP-1 B &34, A
TRt TaBEERSWERET, FrFPRTE
IL-10 /0 IgGl-Fe #HATHE M EH , K N EANREE G
(IL-10-FoO MY # X #1 & K, L LI T 435 ¢
CD8" T 4 iy R4t EYRAZ , FL 38 1T b IR S A 14k 7 BRI R 2%
BRBEHENBR A FTRAERE, RAMRES
T TE %95 KR s ¥ — % 53T 9k T 20 B A4S 40 5T SR T
BIAE R, ¥ B 2 30 /N RSSA08 A K H 1k B FAE R
Wb A5 B TL-18 1121 % 72 8 ¥ CD8™ T 48 M T 1&
FEKET BB,

SRTT, TAZ WY 40 AR 1H F 72 52 B W R R R =P A7)
FEFLEH, AREFHERANEEL 5L RS
BT AR, RS DA B AR VAT
FEHELE—EHMHEEREEARE. ARESU

IL-12 46, R g m i, BB AN T R
B T4 B E BB 140MP14) ¥ 4 L F IL-12 % 4K
B4 3 3 B AE TL-12 B S0 A Ak 1 B R, 7 A TL-12
AR VLR D g SN AR B 7B 1 . AR T, MMP14 32 4%
WA EETRHBEAS T, EREFEEHMESR

WH AR E W ERES, WS, BB Z RS %
BUEREFETREAR”, MR I ZEARE FEE
R e, Hib, 2 FHERmEmTE A
B F ¥t 75 4R & CDS' T 28 B 470 AP 988 0. 0% AL A RE A
FE,MREEENENNRE,

3.2 ICBJ7 A5 CD8' T e T4 & 4wt

S A A B R DU 0% R G0 R AR T — R
PInF AEFRERGANEERETRE, (E—L%
P 8 4 L 7T DAF) Rl X AP AL, MR A R E AR
V& 40 fo A SN HIEAE 5, AT 2k AL AR B A 1R
VT4 3K, B IR AD E S ICB T i B A T T
Wi, AR X FRE,HBMCDS THMSE R
PD-1.TIGIT &4 %l ¥ 4Kk 4 F, X N ICBIT A EF 7
8 THRTHERE TERET EEZNEIL HF.
FELWT #£38 1 CD8' T 40 A 2 H A . 1F JF] 40 g Chm B8 40
DC4E) M S Gt & &, — 77w o] LB sl 2 5, A
TR BT RN R ge; 7 — 7@ ,CD8" T4 ik &
THRANESERE, TS THMAEXWEE BT
AEERRGE ., R, WER BN RS ZHH
PD-1/PD-L1 89 ICB 7 i A 2 3¢ 20 3 o B3 7= A B AT Y
eI VB R, 78 I R B2 77 T 1CB T s AT 7 72 30K W T4
R, BT,V S M F R ICB 24 5 4a i ] TR
AEABAER, N\TREZDT IR, ARAR K
I, PD1-TL2v #] LA{R # T 2 B BF | ff 8 B2 14 CD8' T 48
MLBE T8, (B B ARIA T V] B4 P A R E B X B, Tk
HEFRPD-LI AT AR, X ET A EEE RN
EHW T AT UES EREERMMT EERELT
BRI E S K. A, K IL-21 54 PD-1 Fufkft
A UAHE ) B RN M T 4R, X R A B L E AR
HEFEMECDS TH A A EF T4 AFCDS T
A, IR, £ % £ AT A R B R (AP LAG3 . TIGIT
OB E G ENAR, LEERECDS THHE
THAFENNAMERARFTH—FHR,

AT, ER RS E G LR R AR E T G
BEENETHR. RERZF LB/ NREE R
HH AT RIZFERA, o T4 g7 4
B ETRRERAEABITRRN AE, H
b, ZEREHITEERTEEREGEGHEITHE S,
— 7 LR E RS RN M, 7 — 77 E T DA AR
B it % 1, B T T DA R A R BT CDS' T4 T
M N R R B IEIT 77
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R AT %M kRE, THFR L RN
FEJE v N A EE R AKRE & & AR
BEJE . TR R, B R R v R DAGE BB R A
BRAXKEENEGFH. REAAWAZITHELER
BREEFAR, HEEERKABLBERBMHE &
EA,ETUEEBRMES FEREREISNE R
WAL R, 3t vE L CD8™ T 4 Fi A2 B\ 47 25 25 1% b g 48
MEER MERGHMEAEX2BHRE L WM
BHEANE, ZHEREAEREALTHM, W3
RER ZWRE R R T MR T N A, B
AR, ERMEERETREMENERARN
BRmERGE M T NREEFHRERFERHECDS T
MM E, AT E T 51 PD-1 fuik 67 8w fr M, 3
R # T F 40 M B TCF-1'CD8™ T 20 ffe 7= AF B 51 Mk 2
EHNNRE., X—FWEZENAEZITCD8 T
GR R T E AR, 50 IR PD-1 BT T % M it 25 48
BT T REME . AN, LYNN &8 5t g B R 40k Bk
BEWNEE T 6, WET e H R Toll # % 1K
7/8 BB #| (SNP-T/8a) Wy F- 8 e 4 K& ¥, X T 2%
BRI ZEE R U RS ERERAATAESNT
26 R BE CDS™ T 48 AL Fm i 7 T 48 i

Rz Mg myaR#te ahEHEEe &
EFHTERREE. AW, o ENEMEY &
R A B K W R e b T 4 R R AR, T AR AL
AR 8 2 DA R O R 2 T 40 B AF CD8 T 48
RO ., & Fib T & B At X T e B9 B R AL

4 %5 B

fEg e ieTT — AR FRE TR A, EE
% FiGIT 77 RN TR, R R e T R R E R
bR B AR S AU, RN 1R KT BT T
Ro MAENCDS TUHMA S FRITIEIT ik F RIE
EEEER, AW, KSR %R E 2B
WCDS TAMATHBRES, AXFITT —KAFH#H
S RIGTARE A 5 & I8 e b R A7 o e T 48 e A%
CD8' T 4 A, 1X 2K 40 JE1F 49 I W6 T BT £ E R R
FRITEE LM REMR R T F L., HM T4k
CD8" T4 fE T A 4Rt 4 me B & , & 5| 9T 48
B CD8' TZHHLIT e ek tF. B al, BECDS T4
BT A 38 B 9 22 4 F AL IE B A4 A sm, R E A
15 B 5 R TR S ML T RS A, T4 e
FECDS™ T 40 72 Y PO Aotk BB 4 o i = (B R R 5
fo ez R BRI RS — 5 ., B
JE B IZIEIT B T4 EECDS T 40 f A 5 2t B AR,
i 3E 50 [ BB TME 19 CDS' T 48 T M v BB B U5 7 2 5%

WA AR BB AR L, BT CD8 T T E S
BB LT R LA RANFREEFERRR
SRS
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